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In the Parable of the Talents, a master entrusts his servants to 
care for his goods and property while on a trip. In doing so, each 
servant     receives a different amount of talents; those who invest 

their talents to enhance the value of the property are rewarded, but 
the servant who fails to utilize his talent and, instead, buries it in 
the ground is punished. This parable is symbolic of the fact that God 
has bestowed talents upon each of us that will go to waste if not 
properly employed.

As the parable demonstrates, any talent we are 
bestowed by God would be wasted if it were not 
properly channeled. One Chaminade alumnus in 
particular, Dan Hepworth ’18, has taken a calling 
to heart by establishing his own tutoring company, 
The Massapequa Tutor, through which he can 
impart his strong academic abilities to others in 
need of such assistance.

 “During my sophomore year at Chaminade, 
a friend of my mom’s was in need of tutoring 
services. Knowing that I was a proficient student, 
I began tutoring my mom’s friend’s child. After 
word of mouth helped to spread my services, I 
realized that it was essential to brand myself,” 
explained Hepworth. “Thus, I came up with the 
name ‘The Massapequa Tutor’ and started market-
ing on Facebook and Instagram.”

While at Chaminade, Dan’s passion for teaching 
others humbly began by helping his peers prepare 
for exams in homeroom.

“I feel that the best way to master material is by 
being able to teach others,” he said. “I thought it 
necessary to find more formal outlets to tutor, and 
I started in my own school by assisting Spanish 
students in the tutoring section of the Spanish Club 
and freshmen taking algebra. Later on, I realized 
that most of the activities involved teaching kids. 
These experiences developed my passion for tutor-
ing, and henceforth, the company came about.”

Outside of teaching students, Dan was involved 
in a myriad of extracurricular activities while 
maintaining an exemplary average of 98.4%. He 
was the captain of Chaminade’s Speech and De-
bate Team, the vice president of Science Olympiad, 
the secretary of the Computer Technology Club, 
and the vice president of the Spanish Club. Dan’s 
scholastic diligence and honorable characteristics granted him admission 
into the Class of 2022 at Duke University. He currently majors in both com-
puter science and economics, hoping to work on Wall Street down the road.

The Massapequa Tutor is headed by Dan, though it also employs other 
Chaminade graduates, including Nick Plante ’18, Peter Camporeale ’18, and 
Chris Antoniello ’18. The members of the team each study at prestigious 

universities, such as the University of Pennsylvania, the University of 
Chicago, and Tulane University, respectively.

Dan’s company, which offers its services to anybody in grades K-12, offers 
assistance in a wide range of subjects, extending from math and Spanish to 
history and science. Furthermore, the company recently has begun to assist 
students currently undertaking the stressful college application process; 
in doing so, The Massapequa Tutor now offers college essay consulting, 
SAT/ACT test preparation services, and general guidance for the admis-

sions process.
The size of Dan’s client base has increased exponen-

tially over the last several months, as the utilization of 
social media has enabled Dan to reach a broad audience 
of potential students in need of tutors. To stay in contact 
with students while away at school, Dan often uses 
Skype and FaceTime to tutor his students. Moreover, he 
manages a team of tutors on Long Island, many of whom 
attend Chaminade, and pairs them with his clients.

Operating a business is no easy feat, as Dan has 
learned. “It has taught me to build relationships, a critical 
skill in any business career, by making sure to follow-up, 
communicate, and provide a sense of reassurance to my 
students,” he said. 

Reflecting on his time in high school, Dan accredited 
Chaminade with providing him the skills necessary to 
thrive in college and manage The Massapequa Tutor.

“Chaminade emphasized the importance of self-
discipline and time management,” he explained. “It 
was tough to balance your academic obligations with 
extracurricular activities, while also maximizing your 
fun. Figuring out this ratio of social activities to academ-
ics made me more conscious of time and taught me to 
effectively utilize free time. Additionally, the motto of 
the Chaminade Man has been an ethical guideline for 
my experiences at college.”

Like us all, Dan was introduced to the idea of jump-
ing into the boat with two feet and not leaving one foot 
on the dock. Dan’s hard work and his determination 
to take on an extraordinary number of leadership roles 
at Chaminade have paid off, enabling him to develop 
the skills necessary to grow his tutoring company and 
pursue his professional dreams.

“I’ve always wanted to use my talents to help others 
achieve a similar level of success in academics that I ex-
perienced,” Dan explained. “I enjoy helping my students 
master the material they are studying and guiding them 

to acceptance into their dream college. On top of that, it is great to learn the 
skills of managing a small business as a step towards my goal of running 
my own company.”   

To check out Dan’s services, you can contact him via:
Facebook:  facebook.com/themassapequatutor

Instagram: @themassapequatutor

Dan Hepworth ’18, the founder of The Mass-
apequa Tutor, stands in front of Giles Residence 
Hall at Duke University.
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by Owen Barthel ‘19 

A Tarmac Transition

“One of the 

beautiful 

things about 

science is the 

way that it 

reveals almost 

mystical truths 

as it advances 

and creates 

understanding 

of things 

that were 

previously 

unknown.“

T his past February, I fulfilled a lifelong dream in 
visiting the Galapagos Islands.

The Galapagos, which sit 500 miles off the 
coast of Ecuador, are a place of great beauty – so peace-
ful and pure that I could feel the presence of God there 
more than any other place I have visited before. At the 
same time, the islands are home to perhaps the most 
important scientific study of the last two centuries. You 
cannot visit there without acquiring an appreciation 
for the way the islands’ isolation turns them into a liv-
ing science lab, showcasing the way animals gradually 
adapt to their surroundings. 

For centuries, science and religion have been viewed 
as being in conflict. It’s true, for instance, that science 
cannot prove or disprove the existence of God. And it’s 
also true that Charles Darwin’s work argues against a 
literal reading of the story of Adam and Eve. However, 
my experience in the Galapagos made me feel on a 
guttural level that rather than being at odds with one 
another, God and science are tightly connected.

One of the beautiful things about science is the way 
that it reveals almost mystical truths as it advances 
and creates understanding of things that were previ-
ously unknown.

As editor-in-chief of Tarmac, I’ve been thinking a lot 
about evolution. Tarmac, like the blue-footed boobie 
or one of the other indigenous animals in the Galapa-
gos, has a long and storied history, and it has adapted 
year after year to the changes in its surroundings. An 
editor of Tarmac from 1990s, for instance, would find 
some things about the current publication extremely 
familiar – such as its formal writing style. The same 
former editor would also find some things completely 
foreign, such as the way we now publish articles on 
the newspaper’s website (www.chstarmac.com). 

Tarmac has an extensive history. In each of the past 
four years, the New York Press Association (NYPA) 
has deemed Tarmac the best high school newspaper 
in the state. Moreover, over the last several decades, 
the many writers, editors, and layout editors of Tar-
mac have won dozens of individual and categorical 

awards, including best high school newspaper website, 
best high school feature article, and more. Unlike many 
other high school newspapers, Tarmac actually holds an 
audience – a large one, at that. With this audience, the 
newspaper must be able to transition with the times. It 
must find new ways to retain interest in itself – and sci-
ence is the key to this route.

Tarmac has evolved in meaningful ways over the years, 
so in what ways can its current editors help it evolve in 
the coming year? I think I have an answer, and it is con-
nected to the God/science insight I experienced in my 
visit to the Galapagos – we should expand our coverage 
of science-related topics in Tarmac.

There are a number of reasons why the time is 
right for an increased focus on science. For starters, 
Chaminade as an institution is actively embracing and 
advancing the study of science and technology with 
the opening of the Dolan Family Science, Technology, 
and Research Center. Secondly, in the world at large, 
there is an alarming amount of fear and rejection of 
basic scientific truths, such as NBA star Kyrie Irving’s 
recent insistence that the world is not round. (He has 
since backed off this claim.)

I hope that expanding coverage of science in Tarmac 
can, in some small way, help its readership as they 
explore the connection between God and nature – one 
which I felt so vividly in the Galapagos.

God’s work is everywhere, and science can help us 
better understand that truth.   
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ON THE Flight Path 

Flight Path

Matthew Mul l in  ’17  S t r ives  for  a  So lu t ion  to  a  Globa l  Problem
M a k i n g  a  D i f f e r e n c e

In the present day, humanity is faced 
with countless obstacles and hard-
ships. While many people are quick 

to identify such obstacles, few have the 
courage to take initiative and do anything 
about these obstructions. Chaminade 
alumnus Matthew Mullin 
’17, however, is making 
monumental strides to ad-
vance our understanding of 
one of the most misunder-
stood, controversial, and 
highly debated topics in 
the world today – climate 
change.

Matt is the leader of the 
International Genetically 
Engineered Machine team 
(iGEM) at Stony Brook Uni-
versity. This demanding, 
yet rewarding role involves 
leading a diligent group of 
students dedicated to find-
ing practical solutions to 
the many problems associ-
ated with climate change. 
Matt and his team hope 
to save future generations 
from potentially impending 
devastation as a result. 

Mullin is currently in his 
second year at Stony Brook 
University, where he is 
majoring in the challenging 
field of mechanical engi-
neering. His team works 
endlessly to find answers to 
some of the most difficult, 
yet important questions 
facing the natural world 
today.

In 2017 alone, humans 
released approximately 30 
gigatons of carbon dioxide 
into the atmosphere – a 
startling figure. Although 
this issue clearly requires 
our attention, we have not 
yet seen a pragmatic solu-
tion to climate change proposed to the 
global community. Matt and the rest of 
the Stony Brook University iGEM team 
intend to leave their mark on the world 
by creating a practical, cost-effective way 
to solve the issue of climate change. 

Using modern technology, carbon di-

oxide can be captured, but at an unsus-
tainable rate of over $100 per ton. Matt 
and his team, however, have come across 
a strain of modified cyanobacteria, one 
which seemingly has the capability to 
capture these same quantities of carbon at 
a substantially lower cost. This finding is 

potentially important, even groundbreak-
ing. It truly seems as though Matt and his 
group are now on the brink of uncovering 
potentially major climate-change solu-
tions with the help of cyanobacteria.

Matt’s iGEM team is made up of 14 
undergraduate students who come from 

different backgrounds of study. They are 
all, however, hoping for an opportunity to 
research and advance our understanding 
of the vast domain known as synthetic biol-
ogy. Stony Brook’s group is solely focused 
on researching carbon dioxide removal 
from the atmosphere using cyanobacteria.

These cyanobac-
teria are a unique 
form of bacteria, in 
that they undergo 
the chemical process 
of photosynthesis – a 
process specific to 
plants. Many of us 
know photosynthesis 
as the process that 
creates oxygen, but 
we often forget that it 
uses carbon dioxide 
as a product to yield 
such oxygen, thus 
absorbing, to an ex-
tent, the carbon.

The Stony Brook 
team is attempting 
to use the carbon-
eliminating pow-
ers of cyanobacteria 
to their advantage. 
With the use of ge-
netic engineering, 
the group created a 
fast-growing strain 
of cyanobacteria that 
could capture car-
bon, which could, 
in turn, lower the 
carbon levels in our 
atmosphere.

Climate change is a 
reality that affects ev-
eryone. It should not 
be viewed as a politi-
cal issue, but rather 
a global one that re-
quires all of our at-
tention. Through his 
extensive research 
and experimentation, 

Matt is giving climate change the attention 
it deserves. He and the other members of 
the Stony Brook iGEM team are continu-
ally making critical discoveries on this cru-
cial topic, and thanks to people like Matt, 
we are coming closer to a solution each 
and every day.   

by Aidan O’Hara ’21

(From left) Matthew Mullin ’17 and fellow iGEM team members Sara Vincent 
and Priya Aggarwal pose on Stony Brook’s campus.

The iGEM team takes a break from their research at Adventureland.
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Feature4

Walking for a Cause
C h a m i n a d e  A l u m n u s  O r g a n i z e s  K i d n e y  F u n d r a i s e r

Helping o thers  should  be  a 
prominent aspect in each of our 
everyday lives – after all, it is 

what we are called to do as Catholics. 
Aiding our neighbors doesn’t have to 
be anything extravagant; it can be as 
simple as holding the door open for 
them or helping them with directions. 
But Christopher Erikson, Jr. ’02 has 
taken helping oth-
ers to unparalleled 
heights in his up-
coming role as co-
c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e 
Nat ional  Kidney 
Foundation’s Kid-
ney Walk.

T h e  p r i m a r y 
o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e 
Nat ional  Kidney 
Foundation is  to 
improve and ex-
tend the l ives of 
those who suffer 
from kidney dis-
ease, raise general 
awareness of  the 
topic, and collect 
funds to fuel the 
fight to end kidney 
disease for good.

E a c h  y e a r,  t h e 
Nat ional  Kidney 
Foundation hosts 
the New York City 
Kidney Walk, one of 
hundreds of walks 
that transpire an-
nually.  The New 
York City Kidney 
Walk happens to 
be the largest in-
s ta l lment  of  the 
K i d n e y  Wa l k  i n 
the entire United 
States of America, 
a t t r a c t i n g  o v e r 
7,000 participants 
each year.

“The positive energy of thousands of 
people at the Kidney Walk is invigorat-
ing, inspiring and amazing,” according 
to the National Kidney Foundation’s 
official website.

This year ’s New York City Kidney 
Walk will mark the event’s 17th con-
secutive year of operation. On Novem-
ber 11, all walkers will gather at Foley 
Square in downtown Manhattan before 
trekking across the Brooklyn Bridge. 

This year, the New York City Kidney 
Walk will be overseen by co-chairmen 
Christopher Erikson, Jr. ’02 and his fa-
ther, Christopher Erikson, Sr.

“The reason why my father and I 
gladly accepted the role of 2018 Kidney 
Walk co-chairmen is because I donated a 
kidney to my younger brother, Thomas 
Erikson ’10, last summer,” explained 
Erikson, Jr. “He was diagnosed with 

a chronic kidney disease while still a 
student at Chaminade High School, and 
he managed to live with the disease for 
nearly 10 years before the transplant 
became inevitable. Everything was a 
success, and he is doing well now.”

“Being co-chairs is a great oppor-
tunity to help raise awareness and 
much-needed funds for a wonderful 
organization that is working hard ev-
ery day to help improve lives,” said 
Erikson. “Whether it is something as 

simple as sharing kidney-friendly food 
recipes, something more difficult, such 
as helping to alleviate the stress of ask-
ing somebody for a kidney donation, 
or something groundbreaking, such as 
making sure that legislation is passed 
so that living donors can keep their jobs 
while recovering, this organization is 
working day in and day out in order to 
ensure that these goals are met.”

“The  goa l  for  th i s 
year ’s New York City 
Kidney Walk is to raise 
$1,050,000. Last year, 
the organization was 
just  shy of  breaking 
$1,000,000, so we are 
confident that we will 
be able to surpass that 
mark this year,” Chris 
said, detailing his goals 
and expectat ions for 
this year ’s walk. Erik-
son’s own company has 
raised nearly $100,000 
for the event.

According to Chris’s 
Chaminade classmates, 
his dealings with the 
National Kidney Foun-
dation both correspond-
ed and aligned with his 
character.

When Mr.  Gregory 
S a p o r i t a  ’ 0 2 ,  a  c u r-
rent  Spanish teacher 
at Chaminade and one 
of Chris’s former class-
mates,  was informed 
about Chris’s achieve-
ments  regarding  the 
fundraiser, he was not 
surprised.
 “Chris was a great team-
mate and a great class-
mate,” explained Mr. 
Saporita. “He was mild-
mannered and mellow, 
and it doesn’t surprise 

me that his Kidney Walk has become 
as successful as it has been.”

If you ever require an example of 
what the “Chaminade Man” stands 
for, look no further than Christopher. 
Because of his selflessness, motiva-
tion, and compassion, people across 
the country can receive the assistance 
that they need and go about living 
their lives without the threat of their 
ailments constantly looming over their 
heads.   

by Joe Nolan ’20

Co-chairmen of the New York City Kidney Walk, Christopher Erikson, Jr., ’02 (left) and his 
father, Christopher Erikson, Sr. were inspired to make a difference after Thomas Erikson ’10  
was diagnosed with a chronic kidney disease while he was a student at Chaminade. 
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Editorial

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE VS. ETHICS
O u r  E v e r - G r o w i n g  T e c h  C a p a b i l i t i e s  W i l l  P r o m p t  C h o i c e s

Imagine sitting in a car going down 
the road at highway speeds without 
the driver touching the wheel or 

pedals. This used to sound like an idea 
from the future, but it has now become 
a reality. Google, Uber, Tesla, and other 
tech firms continue to demonstrate this 
groundbreaking technology, and the 
artificial intelligence making it possible 
is ever-improving. Due to how well 
these “self-driven” cars are perform-
ing, along with the several other ap-
plications of artificial intelligence we 
see popping up in our 
everyday lives, one must 
wonder – Are humans 
relying on and trusting 
technology too much? 
Will our technology in-
terfere with our ethics? 

Erik Brynjolfsson and 
Andrew McAfee, the 
writers of The Second 
Machine Age, can both 
affirm and deny this fear. 
After all, riding in a car 
controlled by a computer 
at 60 miles per hour is 
not something to be tak-
en lightly — “at highway 
speeds, the consequenc-
es of driving mistakes 
can be serious ones…
these consequences were 
suddenly of more than 
just intellectual interest 
to us,” remarked the 
authors after taking a ride in one of 
Google’s self-driving vehicles.

In earlier times, computer errors did 
not have such a significant effect on 
our state of being. In contrast to con-
sumer safety issues such as this, a more 
pressing issue in the past might have 
been involved someone working on 
an important document in Microsoft 
Word and having it not save prop-
erly, causing him or her to lose several 
hours’ worth of work. Consequences 
like these are hardly comparable to 
the potential physical implications of 
the newest applications of computers. 
As the authors detailed, handing the 
wheel over to a computer is essentially 
putting one’s life in its hands. While 
this responsibility often is overlooked 
by engineers, it is of grave concern for 
many others. 

As the underlying technology con-
tinues to develop in applications such 

as autonomous driving, computing 
power will eventually no longer be the 
issue. A concept called “Moore’s Law” 
states that technology will inevitably 
get better. In fact, there is a predictable 
rate to this theory: as measured recent-
ly, the rate of change in computational 
power is exponentially doubling itself 
every 18 months.

For the prospect of self-driving 
vehicles, this means that the sensors 
detecting the objects around a car and 
the computer aggregating and ana-
lyzing this data will most likely keep 

getting better, to the point that sensor 
error will be almost nonexistent. So, if 
autonomous driving is not going to be 
limited by computational power, then 
what could impact it?

The answer is ethics.
A computer is good at following 

instructions. After all, computers were 
built out of a binary code. That means 
there are only two possibilities — yes 
or no, displayed as a “0” or a “1” to a 
computer. Regular driving on a daily 
basis continually challenges us to an-
swer these essential questions: “How 
fast is this driver going, and do I have 
time to turn?” or “Is it safe to change 
lanes?” Even though these questions 
may seem difficult to us at times, com-
puters are not challenged by questions 
of this nature. They are ultimately bi-
nary because the computer will judge 
factors such as time and speed in order 
to make a definitive “yes” or “no” de-

cision. In fact, simple decisions such 
as these will benefit from computer 
involvement, as it will likely remove a 
lot of human error. 

The issue is where ethics come into 
play, particularly in a situation of dis-
tress. Decisions that an autonomous car 
makes in a bad situation are often al-
luded to as “The Trolley Problem.” This 
age-old dilemma portrays a trolley 
approaching a fork in the track. Taking 
the left track will result in a trolley acci-
dent killing one person, while veering 
right will kill four. Apply this situation 

to a car under control 
by thousands of lines 
of code. How do you 
give a computer con-
crete instructions re-
garding how to react 
in this situation? If the 
car is inevitably going 
to hit four pedestrians 
or swerve left and 
kill a motorcyclist, 
which path does it 
take? And…why?

As someone who is 
heavily involved in 
technology – it is my 
passion, work, and 
hobby – I am excited 
to see how technol-
ogy can continue to 
better assist us on a 
daily basis. But, after 
writing code myself, I 
know that there is also 

a software engineer that is faced with 
the dilemma of the problem explained 
earlier, along with several similar ques-
tions of morality.

This issue is important to me because 
I know how easy it is to develop some-
thing without considering all of the 
possible consequences, even on the 
small scale that I have experienced. 
Moore’s Law ensures that technology 
will keep improving at an astounding 
rate. While it’s easy to keep up with the 
hardware improvements, we must also 
make sure our morals are being held in 
check, as well.

We are tasked with determining 
who will be held accountable for the 
decisions made by computer-driven 
machines like self-driving cars. We 
must hold in the highest regard the 
ethics and morals within the souls of 
all the engineers we choose to entrust 
with this weighty responsibility.   

5

by Ryan O’Connor ‘19 
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6 Feature

F o r w a r d - L o o k i n g  S e n i o r s  F o l l
BEYOND A SHAD

by Jack Viscuso ’21

Dr. Lipetz and Chris analyze an MRI scan of a patient’s back to identify any signs of spinal stenosis.  Dr. Lipetz and Chris pose for
Spine Rehabilitation

While most students were enjoy-
ing the precious days of summer 
in relaxation, two Chaminade 

seniors spent their time growing in their 
understanding of the medical world.

This past summer, James Galante ’19 and 
Christopher Carillo ’19 were afforded the 
coveted opportunity to shadow the work 
of a pair of medical doctors. This once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity helped to both enhance 
their knowledge of medicine and nurture 
their strong passion for science. 

James spent his time working and observ-
ing at North Shore University Hospital. He 
had the privilege of working alongside the 
head of neurovascular surgery, Dr. David 
Chalif. Every morning at 6:45 a.m., James 
met with other medical students to preview 

the days’ appointments and discuss research 
that other doctors were conducting. For 
James, most days consisted of simply shad-
owing Dr. Chalif. On certain days, however, 
James was able to take a step into the operat-
ing room and witness actual neurosurgeries 
taking place.

Although being a doctor is one of the 
most arduous occupations one can choose, 
it is also one of the most rewarding. This is 
reflected in a doctor’s experience with the 
patients themselves, which can often change 
one’s life for the better. However, in addi-
tion to these rewarding experiences, doctors 
often have to give devastating news.

Of all the encounters James had with 
patients over the summer, one instance was 
particularly indelible:

A seemingly healthy woman entered 

the hospital due to abnormal arm shaking 
and twitching. To examine the problem, an 
MRI scan was taken. The scan revealed a 
glioblastoma – arguably the worst type of 
brain tumor one can develop. Most patients 
who are diagnosed with one of these expect 
to live approximately 15 months. 

“It was particularly upsetting to hear 
[the patient] discuss her daughter ’s 
upcoming wedding, knowing she only 
had such a short time to live,” admitted 
James. “The worst part was witnessing 
the doctor’s face change as he revealed 
this troubling news.”

Observing the work of Dr. Chalif was 
a life-changing opportunity for James, 
helping him to understand the chaotic, 
demanding, and yet rewarding life of a 
physician. Doctors have to work long shifts 

o w  D o c t o r s  O v e r  t h e  S u m m e r
OW OF A DOUBT?

 a photo inside the Long Island 
Medicine building. 
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BEYOND A SHAD

 Dr. Lipetz and Chris pose for
Spine Rehabilitation

o w  D o c t o r s  O v e r  t h e  S u m m e r
OW OF A DOUBT?

and must give world-shattering news to 
their patients; this can be a challenging 
and disturbing task for which many may 
not be well-suited.

“I was able to solidify my interest and 
passion for science,” said James of his expe-
rience. “I plan on attending medical school 
in the future, and this experience helped 
me meet new doctors and begin building a 
network of relationships among the surgery 
community.”

When James turned his attention from 
his summer at the hospital to his fall on our 
campus, his focus was still on medicine:

“I believe the new science center will help 
foster my love for the human body and sur-
gery,” he explained. “The new building has 
some cutting-edge equipment, such as the 
Anatomage tables, which enables students 

like myself to more thoroughly explore the 
body and simulate surgeries.”

A fellow Flyer, Christopher Carillo spent 
his summer interning for Dr. Jason S. Lipetz 
at Long Island Spine Rehabilitation Medi-
cine in East Meadow, which was a similarly 
unique experience. Chris worked alongside 
renowned acupuncturists during epidural 
injections, ultrasound guided injections, 
and acupuncture.

“I especially enjoyed procedural days 
when I was able to observe injections,” said 
Chris, a senior. “These techniques involve 
the using a highly advanced x-ray machine 
which helps guide the doctor to inject ste-
roids into the patient’s back.”

Like James, Chris obtained valuable 
knowledge which reaffirmed his goal of 
pursuing a medical degree.

“Being able to shadow these profession-
als was an amazing and eye-opening expe-
rience,” he explained. “It taught me about 
how much dedication, perseverance, and 
hard work is required to become a doctor.”

The outstanding work of these two 
Chaminade students resulted in an un-
forgettable and potentially life-changing 
summer experience for each. The expe-
rience of shadowing a doctor helped to 
further advance their goals of pursuing 
medicine, as both young men gained valu-
able insight into the challenging facets of 
this field, in addition to nurturing their 
fascination with science. While their work 
is just beginning, the future shines very 
bright for these ambitious Chaminade 
men as they embark on their journeys into 
the field of medicine.   

7Feature

Two surgeons, shadowed by James Galante, prepare for the resection of a brain tumor.  a photo inside the Long Island 
Medicine building. 
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On September 5 of  this year, 1,700 students entered 
the doors of  Chaminade High School and witnessed 
a plethora of  changes the school worked hard to 

implement over the summer.  Most notably, the Dolan Fam-
ily Science, Technology, and Research Center is now open for 
full-time use.  The building is a state-of-the-art facility com-
prised of  three floors, featuring labs for geosciences, biology, 
chemistry, and physics, as well as a variety of  cutting-edge 
equipment.

“We are only one month into the school year, and it is amaz-
ing to see how much use our students are getting out of  the new 
science center, how passionate and excited they are to go there, 
and how fascinating the lab work they are doing this year is,” 
said Bro. Thomas Cleary, S.M, ‘81. “Kudos to the entire science 
department and our directors of  research, Dr. Karen Kuntz and 
Dr. Brianna O’Neill, for making this dream a reality.”

“Over the past three years, the Chaminade student experience 
has advanced more in technology than ever before,” observed 
Ryan Bihasa ’19.  “I think it’s very beneficial and helps us to 
succeed in the future.”

Another change, which came as a surprise to many, was an-
other new academic schedule.  Unlike 2017-2018’s seven-period 
system, this year’s schedule features five main periods each split 
into an “A” and “B” section.  Students have adapted easily to 
this new schedule, which also includes less time in between some 
periods to maximize productivity.

Perhaps a more significant change to the Chaminade cur-
riculum was the addition of  advanced courses, which enable 
students to more thoroughly explore subjects about which they 
are passionate.  Eligible sophomores, juniors, and seniors were 
invited to enroll in such courses based, in part, upon their de-
gree of  prior academic success in a given subject matter.  New 
advanced courses include Advanced Biology, Advanced Europe-
an History, Precalculus 10, Advanced Calculus I,  Advanced U.S 
Government and Politics, and Advanced Language and Compo-
sition.  Following the completion of  these courses, students will 
be encouraged to take the corresponding AP exam in May to 
receive college credits for the respective course.

Changes in the curriculum brought with them new teach-
ers, as Chaminade welcomed several first-year faculty mem-
bers. One of  these instructors was English II teacher Mr. Cole 
Malsky, who said, “I’m excited to teach students that are active 
in the learning process. Students are committed to learning and 
are enthusiastic about their education.”

Over the first several weeks of  the new school year, the newest 
Flyers - the freshman class - have taken part in numerous activi-
ties, including 3-C Week, joining sports teams and our school’s 
clubs for the first time, and Homeroom Night. Later in the 
year, freshmen will be allowed to join one of  the school’s most 
respected and honorable activities, Sodality.

“This past month at Chaminade has been a great experience,” 
said Gregory Curley ’22. “Although there has been a lot of  hard 
work, I am having fun and meeting lots of  new friends.” 

Chaminade continues to evolve and ascend to new heights 
each and every year.  From a new STEM building, to new 
students and staff, the school is striving to prepare students for 
a competitive 21st-century environment. The changes enacted 
over the summer perfectly exemplify this mindset, and it is safe 
to say that Chaminade shows no sign of  slowing down.

“When I was a freshman, I never imagined seeing so many 
amazing changes happening throughout my years here!” ex-
claimed Jack Barrett ’19.   

B a c k  t o  S c h o o l
By Kevin Placide ’21

Bro. Thomas Cleary, S.M. ’81 welcomes an incoming freshman 
outside of Darby Auditorium steps during 3-C Week.

Mr. Andrew Salecker ’12 indroduces freshmen to the origins 
of Chaminade and the Marianist Order.
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B a c k  t o  S c h o o l

Mr. Pasquale Razzano guides a biology class in the new Dolan Family Science, Technology & Research Center.

The translucent walls in the STRC look like a blackboard from Good Will Hunting during lab.
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S T R C  B r i n g s  O p p o r t u n

With the opening of the Dolan 
Family Science, Technology, 
and Research Center, Chami-

nade’s science-related clubs underwent 
a complete overhaul in order to best 
utilize the variety cutting-edge equip-
ment and superb facilities available in 
the new building. Led by Drs. Brianna 
O’Neill and Karen Kuntz, these clubs 
have excited prospective members and 
reenergized a love for science in the 
clubs’ current membership.

In previous years, many of the 
school’s scientifically-driven clubs, 
including Science Olympiad, Science 
Research Club, and the Science Club, 
included several lectures by speakers 
who were experts in their respective 
fields. Students typically gathered 
in Hearst Auditorium to learn about 
the noteworthy work being done by 
surgeons, biological researchers, and 
other scientists.

However, the construction of the 
STRC has enabled clubs to engage in 
more hands-on experiments, ranging 
from growing cultures of bacteria to 
DNA sequencing. Instead of just hear-
ing about research, students are now 

more frequently grant-
ed the opportunity to 
design experiments 
independently and 
harness the capabili-
ties of the technology 
around them.

“This new facility 
has completely trans-
formed the Science 
Olympiad team,” said 
Ryan Schmidt ’19, the 
group’s president. 
“We are completing 
our work in a state-of-
the-art lab, which is a 
tremendous contrast 
to the shared physics 
lab space we operated 
in last year. This has 
enabled us to expand 
the club and allowed 
our members to thrive 
from the space and 
all the equipment the 
center has to offer. It 
has definitely given 
us a boost against our 
competition.”

Alongside the in-
dependent research projects being 
conducted, many members of these 
clubs plan on using the center’s re-
sources to elevate their science fair 
experiments. Some students have 
begun work on their complex proj-
ects, many centered on biodiversity, 
which couldn’t be conducted in the 
old science labs.

Over the past few weeks, Chami-
nade students have been catching 
and analyzing organisms native to 
Long Island by using DNA analyz-
ers and microscopes. This allows 
them to map where certain species 
of animals live on the island and 
track deviations in their popula-
tions. Advanced projects like this 
not only promise to make this year’s 
science fair much more competitive 
and sophisticated, but they also 
carry with them a real-world impact 
to help monitor long-term changes 
in our local environment.

As of now, these science-related 
clubs are mainly focusing on bio-
diversity and relatively simple ex-

A SCIENTIFIC 
by Peter Vouthas ‘20

Members of the Science Research Club perform an experiment using several 
beakers filled with different substances.

Juniors Anthony Senft, Blaise Yacoobi, and Julian Taveras (left to right) conduct research in the new chem-
istry lab in the Dolan Family Science, Technology, and Research Center.

i t i e s  t o  S c i e n c e  C l u b s
REVOLUT ION
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S T R C  B r i n g s  O p p o r t u ni t i e s  t o  S c i e n c e  C l u b s
REVOLUT ION

periments. However, 
there are plans to sig-
nificantly expand the 
options for budding 
scientists by continu-
ing to explore the new 
equipment. This new 
focus on the science 
curriculum and clubs 
at Chaminade is al-
ready impacting both 
the school day and 
schedule. Students are 
using state-of-the-art 
fume hoods and more 
chemicals for chem-
istry, two Anatomage 
tables and DNA se-
quencers for biology, 
and AutoCAD com-
puters, metal working 
tools, and 3D print-
ers for physics. With 
the implementation 
of AP-aligned science 
courses, these lab ex-
periments will only 
continue to evolve and 
grow.

Most importantly, 
the remodeled science 
clubs offer applica-
ble experience in the 
21st-century world 
to their members. 
Students are study-
ing alongside Chami-
nade’s expert faculty 
to gain exposure and 
familiarity to differ-
ent fields of science, 
helping them enhance 
their college résumés 
and pursue future 
endeavors. They will 
also help students 
decipher which facet 
of science is most in-
triguing to them. For 
example, students’ 
use of the Anatom-
age digital tables for 
surgery simulations 
might spark a pas-
sion for medicine or 
inspire a dream to 

become a surgeon. 
“These clubs are important for 

everyone – not just scientists – to be 
involved in, because they present 
challenges to you, force you to work 
through them, and they prepare you 
to fail,” noted Dr. O’Neill, one of the 
moderators of the clubs. “It’s extreme-
ly important for students to be able to 
try and fail in a low-stakes environ-
ment. These clubs set students up for 
success by giving them the ability to 
do just that – to try out their experi-
ments and perfect them before they 
move on to college. The club is still in 
its infancy, but we like its trajectory. 
Students are doing great work, and 
we are all very excited.”

The future certainly looks bright 
for these clubs and their members. As 
the opportunities for exploration and 
discovery continue to widen with the 
available technology and lab space, we 
can rest assured that our scientists will 
uncover fascinating and potentially 
groundbreaking results from their 
experimentation.   

11Feature

Mark Vincent Guevarra ’19 and Mr. Graham Otton ’05 discuss robotics in a Science Olympiad meeting. 

Science Olympiad team members study a microscope slide under high- 
magnification power to get the most precise viewpoints possible.
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R e s t o r i n g  M e m o r i e s
CHS Sophomore  C lean s  Up  Nat i ve  Amer i can  Bur i a l  Ground

Childhood memories can often remind 
us of the most joyful times of our 
lives. These recollections, however, 

do more than simply make us nostalgic – 
they can also inspire us in the present days 
of our lives. Chaminade student Aidan 
Decker ’21, an aspiring Eagle Scout, per-
fectly incorporates this notion into his life.

In order to be honored as an Eagle Scout, 
a Boy Scout is required to formulate a 
service project that not only demonstrates 
leadership among his fellow scouts, but 
also benefits the greater community. While 
Aidan was pondering the kind of commu-
nity service he would provide for his own 
project, he recalled his fondness for the 
Matinecoc Indian burial 
ground at Zion Church 
in Douglaston, New York. 

“I would take walks 
with my grandparents 
through the cemetery 
when I was young boy,” 
Aidan recalled. “I was 
always interested in the 
history found in the old 
cemetery, but the Matine-
coc burial ground always 
fascinated me.”

The burial ground came 
to exist in the 1930s, when 
the remains of several 
Native Americans were 
transported to and then 
reinterred into a mass 
grave in the Zion Church 
graveyard. After almost 
87 years, the grounds had 
fallen into a state of ut-
ter disrepair. Untamed 
shrubbery grew wildly 
in all directions. The path 
that once guided observ-
ers towards the site was 
now demolished. Even the plaque which 
explained the rich history behind the sacred 
ground had been stolen.

Due to the dismal and forsaken state of 
the graveyard, his fondness of the yard as a 
young child, and his reinvigorated interest 
in the lore behind the Native American site, 
Aidan ultimately decided that he would 
revitalize the decrepit and abandoned burial 
ground of the Zion Church for his service 
project.

While approaching both the Zion Church 
community and descendants of the Matine-
coc tribe about the project, Aidan was met 
with nothing but total praise and encour-
agement, which made him determined and 
excited to take on this challenge. Of course, 
many pieces were necessary for the goal to 
be completed – Aidan had to acquire the 

proper paperwork to start the project, set 
goals, checkpoints, and expectations, and 
raise funding for materials – all in addition 
to the copious amount of labor that came 
with the job.

Over time, the pieces fell into place. Aidan 
was able to secure the necessary paperwork 
after a few months of waiting, as the idea 
had to be approved through the help of an 
Eagle Scout advisor before the inception of 
the task. Once approved, Aidan diligently 
petitioned for funding and supplies at local 
garden centers and mason suppliers. After 
this was completed, the sophomore had 
at last acquired all the materials and sup-
port necessary to undertake his ambitious 
endeavor.

Prepared for the long journey ahead, 
Aidan and his team of volunteers immedi-
ately got to work. They started by tearing 
up the ramshackle walkway that led to the 
graves and pulling out the various over-
grown weeds enclosing the memorial site. 
After eradicating the dilapidated brickwork 
and dense herbage, the dedicated public 
servants devoted an impressive amount of 
time and energy into beautifying the area. 
Aidan and his team decided to replace the 
old pathway with a new one made with a 
pristine set of bricks. The group diligently 
exchanged the dead weeds and shrubs for 
lively and vibrant flowers; to further enliven 
the scenery, they even planted a plethora of 
trees and laid various planting beds along 
the way. The industrious laborers then cre-
ated an exact replica of the plaque that had 

once been stolen from the site and hung it in 
its rightful spot at the front of the memorial.

After 400 total hours of labor and months 
of preparation and fundraising, Aidan not 
only completed his service project, but he 
also gave liveliness to a Matinecoc burial 
ground that had been neglected and un-
tended for almost a century. On the ninth 
of this past September, the time had come 
for Aidan to unveil the efforts of his labor.

Two hundred people, including members 
of the Zion Church congregation, descen-
dants of the Matinecoc Indians (including 
their chief, Henry Wallace), and various 
New York politicians all gathered at the site 
to celebrate the impeccable restoration effort 
of Aidan and his friends.

Dressed in their native 
garments, tribe members 
participated in a burial 
ceremony led by Chief 
Wallace. This ritual in-
corporated many Native 
American traditions, in-
cluding drums, sing-
ing, and the recitation of 
American Indian prayers 
meant to show reverence 
to their buried ances-
tors. Those in attendance 
were then granted an op-
portunity to make their 
own contributions to the 
ceremony by partaking 
in a traditional Indian 
practice. The long-es-
tablished tradition con-
sisted of blessing the site 
with tobacco leaves and 
spreading them around 
the grounds. Following 
the blessing, all of the 
viewers and participants 
enjoyed a luncheon in-
side the church.

“It brought the community together, 
while giving back to the Matinecoc Indians, 
acknowledging the rich history, and mak-
ing things right by giving them a proper 
burial ceremony,” said Aidan. “It was an 
emotional, yet fun day for all.”

Aidan’s service project proved to be an 
all-around success. The descendants of the 
original Matinecoc tribe, in addition to the 
people of Zion Church, have been delighted 
by and exceedingly grateful for Aidan’s work 
in their community. The Chaminade sopho-
more completely dedicated himself to the re-
vitalization of this sacred burial ground, and 
in this displayed great concern for problems 
of the entire community. He is truly a shining 
example of what it means to be a leader, and 
undoubtedly embodies the traits reflected by 
the title of “Eagle Scout.”   

by Aidan Cappellino ’20

Matinecoc Chief Henry Wallace (center) presides over the ceremony at Zion Church’s 
burial ground, which was recently restored by Eagle Scout Aidan Decker ‘21.
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The  Table  of  Plenty
Tw o  A d u l t s  W i t h  S p e c i a l  N e e d s  J o i n  T h e  C h a m i n a d e  F a m i l y

Neither Charlie Kosina nor Quinn 
Wilson went to Chaminade.  In 
fact, they attended the same high 

school - South Side High 
School - in nearby Rock-
ville Centre. There, they 
developed a strong com-
panionship - a friendship 
which is thriving still to-
day. Over the last several 
months,  both Charl ie 
and Quinn became full-
fledged Flyers, working 
alongside one another as 
coworkers in the Court-
yard Cafe.

 It all started on De-
cember 7, 2018, when 
C h a r l i e  r e p o r t e d  t o 
Chaminade for his first 
shift in the cafeteria. He 
kept coming back - for 
the rest of  the school 
year, in fact, and this past 
September, Quinn joined 
him, as well. Both were 
encouraged by members 
of  their own families as 
they made the decision 
to join the Chaminade 
family.

    “My thoughts about 
Charlie at Chaminade 
were always in the back 
of  my mind once [his 
brother] Michael [Kosina 
’15] began his studies at 
Chaminade,” explained 
Mrs. Kosina, Charlie’s 
mother.  “I  knew that 
Chaminade was the place 
that would teach him and 
develop him beyond my 
abilities. Although Char-
lie is not a traditional 
student at Chaminade, 
he is around the people, 
students, teachers, and 
administration that are 
like-minded in the mis-
sion of  becoming a re-
sponsible young man with determination to 
do well in all he does. Friends I had spoken 
with said that Bro. Thomas Cleary would be 
receptive of  the idea, and he was.”

Quinn’s mother, Mrs. Wilson, was moti-
vated by similar factors.

“Quinn has two other brothers at Chami-
nade, Jack [Wilson ’17] and Logan [Wilson 
’20],” she explained. “Even though we knew 

Quinn wouldn’t be able to be a student at 
Chaminade, we wanted him to be a part 
of  the Chaminade family with his brothers. 
Once Bro. Thomas Cleary helped give Quinn 

this opportunity, it all came together.”
In the cafeteria, these newest employees 

have a multitude of  responsibilities, such as 
wrapping cheeseburgers in tinfoil, placing 
bacon on cooking trays, cleaning the plates 
and trays used during lunch, and countless 
other jobs that help the lunch service run 
smoothly each day.

Charlie and Quinn have been welcomed 

by the rest of  the cafeteria staff  and have 
proven to be a big help for them. Chami-
nade’s students have also been very cordial 
and respectful to both Charlie and Quinn 

when they have encoun-
tered them in the Court-
yard Cafe. Through the 
welcoming atmosphere 
at Chaminade, Charlie 
and Quinn are able to feel 
comfortable and accepted 
at their place of  work. 

B o t h  C h a r l i e  a n d 
Quinn both have job 
coaches who help them 
complete each task. Ms. 
Gallo, Quinn’s job coach, 
and Ms. Ignatow, Char-
lie’s job coach, are each 
tremendous helps to the 
men they assist .  They 
teach Charlie and Quinn 
how to  become more 
independent in the work-
place environment and 
how to be successful em-
ployees. 

“Charlie has benefitted 
from being at Chaminade. 
He is proud to work there, 
and he is determined to 
do a good job. He loves 
to come home and tell me 
about the people he saw, 
the work he did, and the 
things he accomplished 
during the day,” said Mrs. 
Kosina.

Mrs.  Wilson shared 
similar thoughts.

“Quinn is having a very 
positive experience work-
ing at Chaminade,” said 
Mrs. Wilson. “He looks 
forward to getting dressed 
up in a dress shirt and 
tie, and he goes off  to 
work with a smile. When 
he comes home, he asks 
about when he will go 
back to work.”

Throughout the year, 
Quinn and Charlie will have continue to 
have significant responsibilities that will 
enhance their ability to work independently. 
Through their Chaminade experience, 
Charlie and Quinn are able to have fun 
while learning important job skills, just like 
any student at our school. As they continue 
to work, they, like us, will keep striving to 
become a more ideal Chaminade man.   

13

by Logan Wilson ‘20

Charlie Kosina (left), Bro. Thomas Cleary S.M. ’81 and Quinn Wilson pose for a picture 
following a long day of hard work in the cafeteria. 
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by Nicholas Sathi ’20

A COMICAL EVOLUTION IS UNDERWAY

“People can 

live vicariously 

through the eyes 

of superheroes 

in a world filled 

with justice – 

something that is 

especially attrac-

tive to moviego-

ers during peri-

ods when that 

quality is hard to 

come by in the 

real world.”

Among the most successful genres of  literature to be suc-
cessfully transformed into cinema is the comic book. 
While these books and the older movies based on them 

have been popular for many years, more recent film adaptations 
have undeniably brought them much more popularity and success 
than in the past. Comic-book movies continually generate tremen-
dous amounts of  revenue and have assumed dominant positions 
in the film industry. 

The success of  comic book-based films has been remarkable. Not 
only have stories about classic superheroes, such as the well-known 
Spider-Man and Batman, seen success on the big screen, but less 
popular characters have also shared the spotlight. Thanks to the 
film industry, more people are aware of  heroes like Deadpool or the 
Men in Black.

DC Comics and Marvel 
Comics, two of  the most suc-
cessful comic-book publishing 
companies in history, have 
been around for quite some 
time ‒ since 1934 and 1939, 
respectively. Both have unique 
histories and are responsible for 
many of  the famous superhero 
figures we know today. Older 
films based on characters from 
these companies often sim-
ply followed the characters’ 
appearances on paper. For 
example, a film based on Mar-
vel’s Captain America was first 
created in 1944, while the first 
published issue of  this classic 
hero was released in 1941; 
however, these movies did not 
become extremely popular 
until much more recently.

In modern times, movies 
based on comic books earn 
hundreds of  millions – and sometimes even over a billion – dollars in 
revenue every year, as these films continue to top box-office earnings. 
Captain America: Civil War earned $1.153 billion in 2016, becoming 
the most successful film of  that year. Transformers: Age of  Extinction 
earned $1.104 billion in 2014, while The Avengers racked up about 
$1.519 billion in 2012.

In years that comic-book movies did not make the most amount of  
money out of  all the films released, many still ranked very high in rev-
enue generation. Iron Man 3 (released in 2013) ranked second among all 
films in terms of  earnings, as it collected approximately  $1.215 billion. 

Producing movies ultimately generates a significantly larger amount 
of  money than selling comic books does. Not only do companies like 
Marvel, owned by Disney, make money, but they also have a way of  
presenting previous works in a more modern and appealing way. 

The evidence is clear – over the last decade-plus, comic books have 
become tremendously popular on the big screen. 

But why is this the case? 
For starters, movies based on a single comic book can be produced 

in abundance. Taking the same protagonist and providing a different 

scenario in each movie has proven to be effective in attracting an audi-
ence. These series of  movies give fans something to look forward to, and 
building on a past film allows the production companies to build up fan 
loyalty. One enticing film can lure a tremendous amount of  new sup-
porters, and as more and more movies are made revolving around the 
same characters, the films become more and more successful.

These movies also satisfy the viewer in many ways. The action-packed, 
thrilling scenes combine with drama, romance, and violence, among 
other elements, to draw the interest of  a large amount of  people. Some 
viewers enjoy admiring the heroes in these productions, gain confidence 
from their actions, and learn from them. For others, the stories provide 
them with a brief  fantasy escape. They feel a sense of  freedom from the 
struggles they face in reality, as the movies transport them to another 
place. This makes sense, as many terrible events that have had negative 

impacts on millions of  average 
people have occurred over the 
past two decades. The New York 
Film Academy, in a very informa-
tive article titled, “The Rise of  
Superhero Films,” argues perhaps 
the most influential of  these bad 
events in popularizing comic book 
films was the 2008 stock market 
crash. This occurred around the 
same time Marvel commenced 
its Marvel Cinematic Universe 
franchise with Iron Man. People 
can live vicariously through the 
eyes of  superheroes in a world 
filled with justice – something 
that is especially attractive to 
moviegoers during periods when 
that quality is hard to come by in 
the real world.

In response to the ideas men-
tioned above, one could argue 
that the books themselves are 
also capable of  being produced 

in abundance and can give the reader the same feelings he or she would 
receive when watching a film. While true, nowadays more people seem 
to be entertained by watching than reading. (Editor’s Note: This does 
not apply to Tarmac.) Ultimately, this reality stems from the increased 
introduction of  advanced animations, graphics, computer-generated 
imaging, special effects, sound effects, and similar technological innova-
tions that attract people in ways a book cannot. Viewers engage their 
sight, hearing, and mind when they experience these films. Even though 
comic books, by nature, are much more image-oriented than other books, 
films can better paint a picture for the audience and make the events 
more clear. Instead of  experiencing the story in their minds, viewers can 
now visualize it in front of  them in a much more realistic manner. Images 
are great, but moving images are far more attractive.

More of  these films are already scheduled to be released in upcoming 
years, as they continue to be produced on a scale larger than ever before. 
As long as this genre of  film still attracts an audience as impressive as it 
has in recent years, these productions will continue to dominate the film 
industry. The idea of  the comic book has evolved significantly over time, 
and its future now looks bright for many years to come.   

Airstrip Analysis14

Airstrip Analysis
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While some people know Carson Wentz for his outstand-
ing skills as an NFL quarterback for the defending 
Super Bowl champions, the Philadelphia Eagles, many 

others know Wentz for his AO1 Foundation.
In 2017, the AO1 Foundation (Audience of One Foundation) 

was founded with the sole mission of “uplifting individuals and 
communities around the world by demonstrating God’s love for 
His people.” Wentz has created three focal points for his charity: 
the Haiti Sports Complex, the Outdoor Experiences, and the Thy 
Kingdom Crumb Food Truck. Through these conduits, Wentz’s 
charity has continued carrying out the unfinished mission of 
Jesus Christ. 

Wentz developed the idea of the Haiti Sports Complex af-
ter a mission trip to Haiti 
in the spring of 2017. He 
witnessed the great work 
that the group “Mission of 
Hope: Haiti” had already 
been performing through-
out the country and thought 
he could have a similar im-
pact on the impoverished 
Haitians through the AO1 
foundation.

Carson’s work involves 
providing 91,000 meals per 
day, guaranteeing educa-
tion for over 9,000 kids, 
and building villages on a 
day-to-day basis. This past 
spring, the AO1 Founda-
tion and other members 
of the Philadelphia Eagles 
returned to Haiti to work 
on the Sports Complex, 
along with completing a 
number of other projects.

Carson’s efforts are help-
ing improve the harsh real-
ity of life for citizens in the 
poverty-stricken country. 
There, over 98% of people 
will not graduate high school, over 80% of people are unemployed, 
and over 54% of people live in poverty. Haiti’s struggling society 
stems from the fact that there is no focus on education. This issue 
is, primarily, what Wentz strives to change.

Wentz believes he can make a difference in the lives of Haiti’s 
citizens by teaching them ways to live a positive, fulfilling lifestyle. 
An exemplary teammate himself, Wentz wants the Haitian chil-
dren to understand the importance of teamwork, perseverance, 
and discipline to become mature, respectable people. Wentz’s 
ultimate goal is to help the children find Christ and become 
spiritually connected with Him.

Wentz devised the idea for the Outdoors Experience from his 
belief that the outdoors can help in both learning valuable les-
sons and spiritually connecting with Christ. When creating this 
program, Wentz had the hope that any of its participants would 
have the ability to be exposed to the love and word of God.

This outdoors program can further be divided into two sub-

categories, one being known as “Camp Conquerors,” and the 
other “Hunting/Fishing Events.” The first subcategory, “Camp 
Conquerors,” is specifically for, but not limited to, those with 
severe physical handicaps or past and present life-threatening 
illnesses, providing these individuals a chance to truly experience 
the outdoors while learning valuable life lessons along the way. 
These lessons include outdoor skills, outdoor appreciation, self-
confidence, improving self-worth, creating healthy bonds, and 
the worshipping of Christ.

The second subcategory, “Hunting/Fishing Events,” is also 
targeted to those groups mentioned above, as well as United 
States veterans. Those who embark on these trips hope to make 
positive memories which they can take with them for their rest of 

their lives, but participants 
are also encouraged to en-
lighten their minds, hearts, 
and souls in order to walk 
with Jesus. 

Wentz created the final 
aspect of his charity, the 
Thy Kingdom Crumb Food 
Truck, to highlight the fact 
that God will always dem-
onstrate his unconditional 
love for us. Wentz uses the 
food truck to give free, high 
quality food to communi-
ties in need. The fact that a 
Kingdom-based, spiritual 
relationship can be formed 
here shows that both peo-
ple and communities have 
the ability to be affected by 
the various programs of the 
AO1 Foundation. 

There are three differ-
ent aspects to this food 
truck, all sharing a great 
amount of importance. 
The first aspect is the actual 
distribution of the food, 
which involves a variety 

of venues being used to serve many different people in various 
communities. The second aspect is the outreach to the community, 
which involves the sharing of the words of Jesus in the Bible to 
interact with men, women, and children of all ages. The third and 
final aspect is the Kingdom relationships that are formed, which 
involve bonding people, organizations, and communities that all 
have the same end goal in order to maximize the efficiency of the 
charity as a whole. 

It is possible to join the AO1 Foundation by attending an annual 
event, planning an AO1 event, making a financial gift or donation 
to the AO1 Foundation, becoming a corporate partner of the AO1 
Foundation, or just by simply browsing and shopping in the AO1 
Foundation Store. Check them out online for details.

On the outside, Carson Wentz is a football player, but deep 
down inside, Carson Wentz is truly a generous man who is try-
ing to carry out the mission of God, day by day, through his AO1 
Foundation.   
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“Carson’s ef-

forts are help-

ing improve 

the harsh 

reality of life 

for citizens in 

the poverty-

stricken coun-

try. There, 

over 98% of 

people will 

not graduate 

high school, 

over 80% of 

people are 

unemployed, 

and over 54% 

of people live 

in poverty. “

by Connor Polaski ’21

Carson Wentz helps children in Haiti find a spiritual connection with 
Christ. (Courtsey: AO1 Foundation)

42678 fullissue new.indd   19 11/8/18   10:19 AM



Non-Profit 
Organization 
US Postage 

PAID Mineola, 
NY Permit #54

Chaminade High School
340 Jackson Avenue

Mineola, NY 11501-2441

Sports16

1) Justin Caccavo ‘20 has his eyes squarely focused on 
the ball as he attacks an opening in the field during a 
game against St. John the Baptist. 

2) The fall crew team vigorously prepares for its upcoming 
regattas. The rowers practiced hard all fall to prepare for 
a variety of competitions, including the The Head of the 
Charles Regatta, one of the most prestigious in the world.

3) Quarterback Tommy Rogan ’19 rolls to his left and 
evades a sack as he searches for an open receiver down-
field during the varsity football team’s game against St. 
Anthony’s.1

                   2
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