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Life is winning in America.”
The Vice President of  the United States, Mr. Mike Pence, delivered 

these historic words to a crowd of  thousands at the 44th March for Life 
rally in Washington, D.C. The event is held annually, on or near January 22, to 
protest the U.S. Supreme Court’s 1973 deci-
sion in the landmark Roe v. Wade case, which 
determined abortion to be legal across all 
50 U.S. states. As is their annual tradition, 
students from Chaminade’s Catholic League 
embraced the opportunity to be a part of  the 
year’s most profound pro-life demonstration. 

The theme of  this year’s March for Life 
was “The Power of  One.” This theme pro-
motes the wise words of  J.R.R. Tolkien, 
who wrote that “even the smallest person 
can change the course of  history.” This 
mindset has inspired thousands to take 
action and cause change, and it was a 
sentiment felt vivaciously throughout the 
day at the March for Life. The signs in the 
crowd told the stories of  the demonstra-
tors, who made the trip to Washington 
for different personal reasons but united 
behind a common pro-life cause. Included 
in the crowd were church groups, families, 
high school and college students, adoptive 
parents, and many others. Whether the 
sign-holders were women who regretted 
their abortions or young groups of  pro-life 
feminists, everyone joined together for the 
single cause of  stopping the practice of  abortion.

This year, 100 Chaminade students joined the cause and represented the 
newest generation at the March for Life.

“We are the pro-life generation,” explained Catholic League co-moderator 
Mr. Michael Strandberg ’09. Like many others, Mr. Strandberg believes that 
the fight against abortion will be won through “the actions of  younger people, 
who will win over the hearts and minds of  others.” To him, it is important that 
younger people attend the march because this is the generation that “will be the 
ones to make a major difference in bringing about a culture of  life in America.”

This “new generation” of  Chaminade students was kept warm by scarves 
donated decades ago by a generous mother and her co-workers. As the story 
goes, the woman was dedicated to the pro-life cause and was thrilled that her 
son and his friends would be able to participate in the March for Life. To make 
sure that none of  the students would be cold, she spent each of  her lunch breaks 
knitting scarves for them to wear. Eventually, her friends joined the cause, and 
nearly 100 scarves were knitted. These scarves continue to be worn each year by 
the students and faculty, and they serve as a symbol of  Chaminade High School’s 

presence at the March for Life. The scarves also demonstrate that one does not 
need to be present at the march to support the pro-life cause.

“The Power of  One” message was further communicated during the speeches 
from some of  today’s top political and religious figures, including Vice President 
Mike Pence. Only one week after he was sworn in, Pence gave his first major 

address as vice president and became the 
highest-ranking official ever to attend a 
March for Life rally. The vice president as-
sured the cheering crowd that the Trump 
administration “will work with the Congress 
to end taxpayer funding of  abortion and 
of  abortion providers, and devote those 
resources to healthcare services for women 
across America.”

Following the speeches, the students began 
their march up Constitution Avenue to the 
Supreme Court and the Capitol.

“One of  the best parts of  the march is 
being able to turn around while walking up 
Capitol Hill and seeing the massive sea of  
people behind you,” said Attilio Vosilla III 
’18. “This year was a big year for the March 
for Life, and I march in the hope that this 
administration is able to make some major 
changes to our government’s stance on 
abortion.”

This hopeful sentiment was echoed by 
many in the crowd. President Trump’s sup-
port for the March for Life, his selection of  
a pro-life U.S. Supreme Court nominee, and 
the presence of  a pro-life majority in Con-

gress brought new optimism that reforms could be coming in the near future. The 
attendance of  Vice President Mike Pence and Kellyanne Conway, a counselor to 
President Trump, also added to the spirit and positive energy of  the day.  

The March for Life began in 1974 with about 20,000 protesters. At the time, 
founder Nellie Gray intended for the march to be a one-time event, as she was 
hopeful that Roe v. Wade would be overturned shortly after its implementation. 
Forty-four years later, people from all across the country are still marching each 
year on the anniversary of  the court case.

For many, the trip to Washington, D.C. was an arduous one. However, as 
Bro. Lawrence Syriac, S.M. explained to the members of  the Catholic League, 
“The point of  this trip is not ‘to have fun.’ If  you do, that’s a bonus. We go to 
this march every year as a pilgrimage. All of  you who attended gave witness to 
what you believed in.”

The March for Life has been a vital annual event in the fight against abortion, 
and Chaminade Catholic League’s students were proud to be part of  the move-
ment. As the March for Life 2017 organizers stated, “Building a culture of  life 
takes each and every person.”   
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by Michael Tsui ’18

Rounding the Washington Monument, marchers champion the pro-life 
cause in the name and image of  the Blessed Mother.



by Thomas Callahan ’17

In My Darkest Hour, Det. Steven McDonald Was There
Keeping My Faith Alive

“I became 

angry – 

furious, in 

fact – with 

God. I felt 

that He had 

killed my 

father. That 

was until Det. 

McDonald 

got involved.”

On Tuesday, January 10, 2017, the world lost a great 
man. Detective Steven McDonald was no doubt an 
extremely unique individual, a modern saint, and 

an example for all mankind.  One needs to look no further 
than the immense outpouring of love and compassion 
displayed in his final days to understand the unbelievable 
impact he had on millions of lives. Anyone who met him, 
even briefly, considers himself or herself to be lucky be-
yond belief.  But I was more fortunate than most. I consider 
myself to be a member of 
the most privileged class 
in human history because 
I was able to call Det. Mc-
Donald a friend. 

It feels cliché to write 
that “actions speak louder 
than words,” but this is 
a message that somehow 
becomes more true when 
you reflect on the life of Det. 
McDonald. Despite the res-
pirator that physically qui-
eted him, Steven McDonald 
was the loudest person I 
have ever met. And so, I 
can think of no better way 
to commemorate his great 
life than by recounting one 
of the loudest things I ever 
saw:

Our story begins during the late spring of 2011. On May 
26 of that year, my father passed away due to a stroke 
induced by colon cancer. The stroke destroyed his brain, 
leaving him with control over only a small portion of his 
body and depriving him of most forms of communication. 
The images of my father in this condition still haunt me 
to this day. No man could live under these circumstances. 
Eventually, my father’s body gave out.

Relatively speaking, his fall from health was nearly in-
stantaneous. His death was sudden, brief, and it absolutely 
decimated me. Looking back on it now, it is impossible to 
not shudder at the similarities between the death of my 
father and that of Det. McDonald. It chills me even more 
to think that each man died in the same wing of the same 
hospital.

When my father died, I was only a sixth grader, just 
under two weeks away from my 12th birthday.  Unfortu-
nately, as I have witnessed many people do when they face 
the death of a loved one, I immediately began to search 
for a scapegoat.  I felt such an odd mixture of inconsolable 
grief and unadulterated anger in my being that I needed 
an avenue through which to express it.

Initially, I blamed the hospital staff. I felt that there must 
have been something extra they could have done. Then, I 
blamed myself. I told myself that if I had been there with 
him when he had the stroke, I might have been able to help 

him. Then I blamed my father, believing that if he had only 
gone to doctor earlier, he might not have died. But just as fast 
as I erected these scapegoats, each was cut down by logic 
and reason – except one. Eventually, based on my misguided 
understanding, I was left with only one person to blame for 
my father’s passing – God.

While at the time I had little-to-no grasp on the limitations 
of human reason, I refused to accept the clear absence of logic 
in my father’s death. I was entirely convinced that God hated 

me and wanted me to suffer. 
I became angry – furious, in 
fact – with God. I felt that He 
had killed my father. That 
was until Det. McDonald got 
involved.

Although I had known Det. 
McDonald and his family my 
entire life, I never thought 
much about his dedication 
to forgiveness. Truthfully, I 
never even understood it. 
But in the weeks after my 
father’s passing, I began to 
comprehend what it meant. 
Det. McDonald reached out 
to me, and through our many 
talks, I began to realize the true 
extent of God’s love. Through 
Det. McDonald’s intercession, 
I began to see a purpose to 

my pain. Simply put, he restored my faith in God and gave 
me the courage to keep living. One of the phrases I vividly 
remember him using – one that would serve as a source of 
personal strength over the next several years of my life – was 
“God never gives you anything you can’t handle.”

Without the help of Det. McDonald, I would never have 
survived my father’s passing.  He helped keep my faith alive 
in a time when I needed it most, and he helped me accomplish 
the most difficult thing I have ever done – forgiving God.  
Whether it was taking me to see a college lacrosse game or 
verbalizing just how much he felt God loved all of us, Det. 
McDonald changed my life, and for that I am ever in his debt.

Although I would very much like to believe my story is a 
special one, that cannot be further from the truth. I am but one 
of the thousands of individuals who was personally touched 
by Det. Steven McDonald, and one of millions who has been 
transformed by his message of forgiveness.

Through my own experiences, I believe that no other per-
son has better exemplified the teachings of Christ than Det. 
McDonald. And like Jesus, while Det. McDonald’s body may 
have left us, I am confident that his undying spirit and eternal 
faith will forever remain with all of us who knew him.

I will miss Det. McDonald quite a bit, just as I feel the 
loss of my father each and every day. And though it hurts, 
I know I’ll be okay, because God never gives me anything I 
can’t handle.   
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 “The American 

spirit, its winning 

and persevering 

attitude, is a 

timeless tradition 

of  overcoming 

all odds and 

adversaries. 

In one word, 

the American 

story is one of  

victory. And it’s 

an underdog’s 

win – the war for 

independence 

serving history 

as the pinnacle 

of  all upset 

victories.”

A true patriot of American history, the late President John 
F. Kennedy famously said, “Ask not what your country 
can do for you; ask what you can do for your country.” 

The 43-year old political renegade, a naval officer in World War 
II and a champion of public service, executes the line with total 
conviction. Underlying his profound message is a deeper expla-
nation of everything that makes the United States of America the 
greatest country to have existed – then, and now.

Kennedy’s cadence is steady, his delivery sharp, and his Boston 
accent an ownership of his roots. His creed, a true testament of his 
patriotism, ran deep in the veins of our nation’s founders. It strikes 
the chord of just what it means to be American: to love America and 
its freedoms, and to put country above all else.

That undying spirit and hope in country is rooted in the very 
foundation of our nation. It calls back to the days when revolution-
ary ideas stirred and resistance spread about the thirteen American 
colonies of Great Britain. The American spirit, its winning and 
persevering attitude, is a timeless tradition of overcoming all odds 
and adversaries. In one word, the American story is one of victory. 
And it’s an underdog’s win – the war for independence serving 
history as the pinnacle of all upset victories.

When the patriots won, building a government seemed perhaps 
an even more harrowing task. Scholars-turned-revolutionaries faced 
the challenge of leading a vast, entirely independent land. They 
won here, too, establishing the first democracy of its kind – a con-
stitutional republic, a government supported by the most historical 
document ever written. 

We were victorious. We were free. Political office, the presidency 
even, did not and does not discriminate against a background of 
poverty or any optic of unfitness for its responsibility. Take Abraham 
Lincoln, for instance, a man who was raised in squalor and whose 
life was pervaded by tragedy. He served as the nation’s 16th Presi-
dent and its most profound reformer when he freed the slaves. Look 
to one of world history’s greatest military leaders, Dwight D. Eisen-
hower, the supreme allied commander who oversaw the D-Day 
invasion and allied victory in World War II, in addition to serving 
as the nation’s 34th President through the perilous thaw of the Cold 
War. Eisenhower grew up in the modest town of Abilene, Kansas. 

Lincoln and Eisenhower were patriots. So, too, were the work-

ing men and women of their times who committed to a war effort. 
People of America who, in that same persisting, transcendent 
American spirit, were dedicated to victory for country. They sought 
that victory for one another and not themselves, out of an innate 
desire to unite, and in the very fiber of patriotism. Their efforts were 
driven by an implicit understanding that winning is not simply 
defeating an enemy, but also includes upholding American values 
and making the world a better place.

John F. Kennedy didn’t mince words. He spoke about service like 
it was an obligation, a compulsion. From his war days to his leader-
ship as Commander-in-Chief, the man in every way epitomizes the 
duty of service. To his fellow American, Kennedy insisted that we 
bear the burden – and pride the honor – of service in one capacity 
or another to do for our country what it needs.

Kennedy’s assassination in 1963 preserved his legacy as that 
of the quintessential public servant, forever cementing him as a 
historical martyr. And as his martyrdom is admired to this day, he 
leaves one lasting message of service – one driven by the American 
spirit and patriotism.

The modern application cannot be missed. We are united, 
whether or not the surface of today’s politics and society appear 
that way. We are patriots, and we do serve. Every educator of our 
children, contractor of our buildings, leader of our institutions, doer 
of justice, enforcer of our law, and protector of our health and safety 
carries out his or her line of work for country.

Most directly, the men and women who put everything on the 
line – their lives and futures, and those of their families – to defend 
our nation in combat are truly the greatest people our country has to 
offer. These most honorable citizens who answer Kennedy’s earnest 
call with the integrity it demands are the patriots that represent the 
values Americans hold so close to chest. They embody the Ameri-
can spirit and live out its existence. In other words, without these 
bearers of our colors, the promise of America would be unrealized. 

The motto of the United States, E pluribus Unum, or, “Out of 
many, there is one,” underscores the full meaning of this commen-
tary. That is, the union of our American spirit and patriotism, the 
unwavering vitality in believing in the promise of that union, and 
the many minds and bodies who honorably commit their lives to 
see out its vision are what makes us one. One country, bonded for 
eternity by the undying nature of our timeless creed; one people, 
diverse in past and future, but united under the same motto and 
the same flag – an American people, boldly living out the dream.

Finding this message of strength in unity was a startling recogni-
tion for me, personally. Of course, it evoked a natural connection to 
Chaminade. It gave significance to the motto “Fortes in Unitate,” 
something with meaning on paper but little depth in my life. Unity 
holds within it a power to unleash strength that couldn’t possibly 
be realized singularly or without the common values and inten-
tions of a people.

Unearthing the meaning of the American spirit, for me, meant a 
greater clarity and appreciation for those who lead lives of service. 
It inspired in me an impetus to do my part, and serve in a capacity 
which suits me – but, more importantly, which suits my country. 
That code of service so perfectly articulated by the verbal mastery of 
John F. Kennedy burns a fire within me, just as it did for many other 
patriots, to answer his call – to do for my country what it has done 
for me, and protect the freedoms established by our revolutionary 
system under the ever-alive ignition of the American spirit.   
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by Chris Boccia ’17

President Kennedy’s Call for Service Lives on Eternally
The Enduring American Spirit
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Going The Distance for Others
CHS Jun ior s  Take  Lead  in  Loca l  Spec ia l  Olympics  Prog ram

It is in our human nature to help those we 
can, but recently, a junior at Chaminade 
High School went above and beyond his 

duty to do so. Walter Szczech ’18 has recently 
devoted himself to opening a new chapter of 
Special Olympics New York, an organization 
whose mission statement calls on its body 
“to give those with intellectual disabilities an 
opportunity to grow their physical fitness, 
demonstrate courage, experience joy, and 
participate in a sharing of gifts, skills and 
friendship with their families, other athletes, 
and the greater community.”

Walter’s eldest brother, James, has special 

needs, and since Walter was in seventh grade, 
he has been volunteering to help out with 
James’s Special Olympics basketball team. 
In April, at the last tournament for the team, 
Walter met a woman named Ellen Lynch, and 
the two discussed how the Special Olympics 
program brought so much joy to all its partici-
pating young athletes. 

Ellen and Walter decided at that tournament 
to form a Special Olympics swimming team. 

Soon afterwards, Walter approached Chami-
nade’s president, Bro. Thomas Cleary, S.M. ’81, to 
inquire about the use of Chaminade’s pool and 
whether or not the team could use it to practice. 
Bro. Tom responded to the team – named the 
Shark Waves – with open arms, saying, “I was 
extraordinarily impressed with Walter’s deter-
mination to make the Shark Waves a reality. As 
a school, we wholeheartedly support his efforts, 
and are thrilled to partner with him.” 

Walter’s brother, James,  has been on the 
team since the season started on Friday, Febru-
ary 17. The team will be having 12 practices, 
held on every other Friday, ending in June. 
Right now, Walter is selling custom-made 

Shark Wave styli and silicon bracelets to raise 
funds, with all proceeds going towards the 
purchase of equipment needed by the team. 
Currently, the Shark Waves have six coaches, 
including Walter, who was certified through 
the Special Olympics New York Aquatics 
Certification Program.  Jack Valentino ’18, a 
fellow classmate and coach, is the head of the 
Volunteer Department for the team. Thus far, 
he has recruited 15 Chaminade students to 

aid the 15 athletes on the Shark Waves’ roster. 
Some of those volunteers will get into the 
water and physically help the athletes, while 
others will stand by for moral support. Either 
way, these Flyers are surely helping to propa-
gate the mission of both the Special Olympics 
and Chaminade.

Expressing his confidence and enthusiasm 
in the program, Walter humbly stated, “I 
am excited to begin this program and ex-
perience a joining of my school community 
and the athletes of this special organization. 
Chaminade certainly provides the tools and 
encouragement for all of us to reach out into 
our communities and fill a need. ‘Advancing 

the Mission’ is an ideology that 
Chaminade certainly stands by.”

 “Shark Waves is a fantastic op-
portunity for special-needs adults 
to work as a team and individu-
ally,” said Ellen Lynch, who has 
watched the idea blossom under 
Walter’s guidance. “It is a joy to 
be a part of this venture.”

Jack Valentino agreed, saying, 
“I’m really excited and feel for-
tunate to be part of bringing this 
idea to fruition.  It’s been in the 
works for a long time, and we all 
hope it’s a huge success for the 
athletes.”

“We’d love for it to continue 
past just this year,” added Jack. 
“I feel like it’s easy for us to take 
for granted things like the cama-
raderie we share here at school. 
For these athletes, there just aren’t 
as many chances to experience 
that. My hope is that every one of 
the Shark Waves swimmers feels 
like he or she is part of something 
special.”

The members of the Shark 
Waves are more than excited to 
begin braving the waters due 
to the foundation of this new 
program. Their coaches, Walter 
and Jack included, are hoping 
to provide an unforgettable ex-
perience for these athletes while 
simultaneously developing their 

abilities in the water. Secondary to that goal, 
the volunteers at Chaminade will also gain an 
invaluable experience – learning a lesson of 
their own on how to live a selfless life.

With that spirit of selflessness prevailing, 
these Chaminade men are set to commit an act 
of goodness that serves well the meaning of 
their school’s founding creed, as these young 
men have displayed incredible strength of 
heart in their undeniable unity.   

by Rory Mahon ’18

Junior Walter Szczech, along with 16 other Chaminade students, has embraced the Special 
Olympics’ mission “to give those with intellectual disabilities an opportunity to grow their 
physical fitness, demonstrate courage, experience joy, and participate in a sharing of  gifts, 
skills and friendship with their families, other athletes, and the greater community.”
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C h r i s t o p h e r  R u d d y  ’ 8 3 
Ch r i s t o p h e r  R u d d y  g r a d u a t e d 

from Chaminade High School 
in 1983. He studied at St. John’s 

University and the London School of 
Economics before becoming a journalist 
for the New York Post and Pittsburgh 
Tribune-Review, as well as a fellow at 
the Hoover Institution.  During his ten-
ure as a reporter, he gained notoriety as 
a critic of the Clinton administration, 
covering the Whitewater scandal. In 
1998, he founded Newsmax Media, Inc., 
which produces an online news website, 
magazine and cable news channel.  Mr. 
Ruddy is also a personal friend and close 
confidant of President Donald Trump.

Q: I believe you to be a good friend of 
President Trump.  What is he like?

A: He’s a guy who is very open about 
his opinions, very strong in his 

opinions, but also open to hearing other 
people’s opinions. You might not get that 
sense when he’s speaking at a rally, but 
it’s true.  People that get to know him 
are surprised by his humility. Some folks 
may laugh hearing that, but it’s also 
true. He’s also very dedicated to his 
family, very much in love with Melania 
and really close to his son, Baron. The 
kid is the apple of his eye. In all the years 
I have known Trump, he’s always been 
obsessive about the country. I first met 
him at a speech he gave in 1999, and yes, 
even then he was talking about becom-
ing president to bring America back to 
greatness. And it happened.

Q: On the opposite side of the aisle, you 
have also had a very good relation-

ship with former President Bill Clinton, 
having accompanied him on a trip to Af-
rica with the Clinton Foundation.  What is 
he like, and has this previous election cycle 
changed your relationship with him at all?

A: No, not at all. I still have a good 
friendship with President Clin-

ton. I spoke to him recently and he’s 
very upbeat .  He’s  an idea guy.  His 
Foundation was his brainchild, and it 
does so many good things, it’s hard to 
keep track. Clinton gets up every morn-
ing and asks himself how he can make 
America better and stronger. He has a 
sense of commitment I have rarely seen 
in a politician. John McCain has it. Ed 
Koch had it. I still think very highly of 
Bill Clinton.

Q: Many people believe the media has 
an obligation to accurately inform 

the public.  In your opinion, is this a le-
gitimate expectation of the media and, if 
so, which media outlets do you believe 
have fulfilled this to the greatest extent?

A:  I don’t think any one media [out-
let] is responsible for informing 

the public on every issue, but I think 
what we would like to see is more di-
versity in media.  I remember [former 
Chaminade president] Father Eichner 
once giving a speech in which he said no 
media can ever be totally accurate, but 
they can be fair. Bingo.  At Newsmax we 
have a point of view, but we strive to give 
balance. I think The Wall Street Journal 
does a great job.  I read it every day.  It’s 
has news I won’t find in The New York 
Times.  Some people think the internet 
has made media less biased. Not true. 
There are many more outlets, but most 
are echoing the same talking points.

Q: What is it like being a conserva-
tive in a field largely dominated 

by liberals?

A: Well,  it  keeps me in business!  
When I started back in the ’90s, I 

was one of the few conservative  journal-
ists. Now, there are many. I think that’s 

a positive thing. The country benefits, 
too. Look at the success of Fox News, 
for instance. Bill O’Reilly [’67] was the 
guy who really spearheaded its edito-
rial direction. He and Fox have had an 
amazing impact. Competition has made, 
in my view, the “liberal” media more 
open to different points of view than it 
was 20 years ago. CNN, for instance, is 
much more balanced than it was. Even 
The New York Times tries to reach out to 
different voices. 

Q: You have extensive experience in 
foreign relations, being on the U.S. 

delegation to the Munich Conference for 
NATO, a member of the board of direc-
tors for the American Swiss Foundation, 
and a member of Henry Kissinger ’s 
international council at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies. How 
do you predict the world will react to 
the planned foreign policies of our new 
President, especially U.S. allies and trade 
partners?

A:  They are not reacting well. Part of 
this is the media’s fault, constant-

ly describing the Trump administration 
in “chaos.” If you look at what Trump 
has done, it’s all pretty traditional U.S. 
policy, like embracing the one China 
policy, showing support for Japan and 
South Korea, reaffirming support for 
NATO, asking Israel to hold off on settle-
ments and warning Iran. Trump’s big 
departure is with Russia. He’s offering 
Putin an olive branch while not giving 
away any chips.  Meanwhile,  Trump 
wants  to  dramatica l ly  increase  our 
military, modernize our nuclear forces. 
Putin must be flipping out over that. I 
told the President any new relationship 
with Russia blows up. Putin will over-
reach. It’s inevitable. But I won’t fault 
Trump for trying, and if works, God 
bless him.   

5 Questions 
with...

by Thomas Callahan ’17

Courtesy: Newsmax.com
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A C T  S c o r e s  G o  M i s s i n g  a t  L o c a l  H i g h  S c h o o l

I couldn’t believe it,” said Cameron Sher-
ry, a senior at Chaminade.  “I just won-
dered how something like this could 

happen. You work so hard for months, and 
then this changes everything.”

Hours of self-preparation. Hundreds of 
dollars spent on tutoring. Weighing the 
pros and cons of the ACT and the SAT 
against each other. Each of these factors is 
an essential 
e l e m e n t  t o 
the  co l l ege 
a d m i s s i o n s 
process  for 
all students at 
Chaminade, 
but there ex-
ists an expec-
t a t i o n  t h a t 
the issues in 
the hands of 
professionals 
– and not at 
all controlled 
by applicants 
– are execut-
ed without a 
hitch.

In reality, 
t h e  p e r f e c t 
college appli-
cat ion does 
not come eas-
ily. Every stu-
dent aspires 
to make his 
o r  h e r s  a s 
thorough and 
comprehen-
sive as possible, a showcase of grades 
and extracurricular involvement worthy 
enough for acceptance into his or her 
dream school. Nevertheless, no matter 
how much time and money are pumped 
into the application process, one factor 
remains unchanged – trust in the standard-
ized testing system.

For one group of high-school students, 
that trust was shattered.

For decades, standardized testing has 
played a key role in the college admissions 
process. The ACT, first introduced in the 
Midwest by a professor from the Univer-
sity of Iowa in 1959, offers students a fresh 
alternative to the more traditional SAT, as 
most colleges and universities now accept 
either test. The roughly three-hour exam is 
divided into English, math, reading, and 
science sections, with an optional 40-min-
ute writing portion at the end. Offered 

multiple times during the spring and fall, 
the ACT has become a very popular choice 
for students across Long Island.  

However, this acclaim quickly turned to 
infamy for 53 students who took the Octo-
ber 22, 2016 exam administered at Roslyn 
High School. These local high schoolers 
– mostly seniors looking to make one last 
push for their college applications – sat 
through the exam as usual without any 

issues or worries. Despite feelings of relief 
and satisfaction upon exiting the school, 
weeks passed by and no results were re-
turned. After a while, every student in the 
region had received his or her scores on this 
ACT exam, with the exception of these 53.

Anticipation turned into anxiety, which 
soon became distress. Two months after sit-
ting through the test, each effected student 
received a letter in the mail stating that his 
or her answer sheet was among those miss-
ing. Whether it be at the exam site, the ACT 
headquarters, or somewhere in between, 
ACT still does not have an explanation for 
the devastated students and their families. 
A refund and free make-up exam were 
granted to each family, but for many, it was 
too little, too late. The rescheduled test, 
which was held on January 14, was past 
the application deadlines for many colleges.

Like the rest of the 53 unfortunate test-

takers, Sherry was hoping to use the Octo-
ber exam to achieve a final, optimal score 
for use on his college applications. Whether 
it be for a scholarship, honors program, or 
simply admittance into the college, he and 
his fellow victims’ efforts have now gone 
to waste. 

Aside from the tangible effects felt by 
these hopeful students, the emotional dis-
trust between exam administrator and test-

taker could take 
time to heal.

“It definitely 
makes me less 
c o n f i d e n t  i n 
s tandardized 
tests,” Sherry 
added. “Prior 
to the incident, 
m y  w o r r i e s 
faded af ter  I 
took the exam. 
Now, I worry 
that something 
similar could 
happen in the 
future.”

As a critical 
component to 
a  col lege ap-
plication and 
a tiresome, but 
necessary part 
o f  the  of ten-
times grueling 
process of maxi-
mizing one’s ac-
ademic image, 
the “inconve-
nience” (as the 

ACT termed it) caused by the disappearing 
answer sheets in October seems to have 
resulted in an irredeemable situation. The 
refunded costs of the exam and the hasty 
offer for a retake did little, at least on the 
surface, to compensate for the potential of 
money lost in financial packages and the 
prospect of facing a different admission 
decision from a college or university. 

While those affected were able to retake 
the test, the harm done by the ACT’s mis-
take ran far deeper than their decision to 
obligate the affected students to surren-
der another Saturday morning. Instead, 
the ripple effect of this incident may be 
felt well beyond the few months of chaos 
experienced by the shuffled students, and 
thus reach a level that better represents 
the multitude of unfortunate situations 
created by this staggering, extraordinary 
irregularity.     

by Ryan Smith ’17

Student’S WorSt nightmare ComeS true



Airstrip Analysis

When Damien Chazelle burst into 
the limelight with his 2014 smash 
hit Whiplash, starring Miles Teller 

as a jazz drummer and J.K. Simmons as his 
brutal instructor, he left no doubt in anyone’s 
mind that he was a musical and cinematic 
force with which to be reckoned. The direc-
tor’s new film, La La Land, again fuses these 
two elements together seamlessly, creating a 
timeless modern musical 
that more than lives up to 
the praise surrounding it.

La La Land stars Emma 
Stone as a struggling 
actress named Mia and 
Ryan Gosling as a jazz 
pianist named Sebastian, 
both trying to find their 
big break in Los Ange-
les. The pair cross paths 
several times, eventu-
ally falling in love. But 
as success mounts, the 
tension between ambi-
tion and love calls into 
question both their rela-
tionship and the dreams 
they have pursued so 
relentlessly for so long.

The most striking as-
pect of La La Land  is 
the music. Damian Cha-
zelle’s love for jazz is 
made clear in the exciting and frenetic 
music composed for the film. The jazz genre 
particularly comes shining through in the 
character of Sebastian, who uses his skill 
on the piano to play beautiful songs during 
the movie, most notably the award-winning 
“City of Stars,” a song which is so authen-
tic to old jazz standards that it feels too 
familiar to be new. The movie’s music isn’t 
limited to a tool for its characters, though. 
Instead, the score becomes a character itself, 
pushing the plot forward and adding an 
invaluable story element. 

Perhaps the most impressive part of the 
movie is just how natural the musical scenes 
feel. Usually when characters in a movie 
break out into song and dance, the sudden 
shift from dialogue to singing is jarring, 
artificial, and unnatural. La La Land, on the 
other hand, makes this progression feel 
normal and needed. The movie’s trust that 
its audience will suspend its disbelief allows 
the film to go further with the musical scenes 
than one would expect, allowing it to flow 
artistically and add to the feeling of awe 
experienced by the moviegoer. 

While the music of La La Land sets it apart, 

the spectacular performances delivered by 
Emma Stone and Ryan Gosling make this film 
stand out in award-deserving ways. Emma 
Stone’s character, Mia, is instantly lovable 
and relatable. As soon as the movie starts 
rolling, her character controls the screen, and 
watching her development is so enthralling 
that the inevitable shift to introducing Gos-
ling’s character is briefly frustrating. Stone 
gives life, personality and enthusiasm to 

the dreaming actress, making her a fun and 
interesting character. Just as importantly, 
she brings subtlety and emotion to a more 
complex and doubtful side of Mia. All this 
mixed in with excellent singing and dancing 
makes the portrayal of Mia one of the best 
performances of Stone’s career, giving La La 
Land a dazzling leading lady.

The character of Sebastian is captured 
perfectly by Gosling, whose angry love of 
jazz is relatable to any passionate person. 
His character’s arc showcases a common 
conflict today in entertainment – the struggle 
between staying true to the art you love and 
achieving mainstream success. Sebastian’s 
internal discord with trying to achieve suc-
cess and make people love a style of music 
seen as antiquated, and this conflict’s ef-
fect on his life, are acted out believably by 
Gosling, who plays the role with a realism 
that perfectly complements his passion. 
Furthermore, the skills Gosling needed to 
pick up on the piano before filming do not go 
unnoticed – he really sells his role as an artist 
in love with jazz. The complexity, talent, and 
passion Gosling brings to Sebastian make 
his character necessarily similar to Mia, as 

well as relatable to anyone who persistently 
follows his or her dreams.

On top of their outstanding individual 
performances, both Stone and Gosling 
have fantastic chemistry. Their presence 
together on screen feels natural, as does the 
dialogue between them. Additionally, Stone 
and Gosling sound terrific in harmony, a 
critical quality for any musical. This love 
story wouldn’t be complete without its two 

actors, and the movie 
would not have been 
the same if not for 
their show-stopping 
performances.

The smaller details 
of La La Land are of 
just as high quality as 
the more noticeable 
aspects. Chazelle’s 
stellar direction can 
be seen in every scene 
of the movie, espe-
cially in the visuals. 
Audiences are treat-
ed with a bright and 
varied color palette, 
eye-catching shots of 
Los Angeles, and stun-
ningly choreographed 
musical scenes. As 
mentioned earlier, the 
movie is unflinching 
in doing unbelievable 

things with musical numbers. In these 
scenes, Chazelle’s vision for his story shines, 
as the camera follows characters dancing 
amongst the galaxies, or running through 
the events of their past. 

The filmmaking behind this movie de-
serves as much praise as the performances 
and music, for it makes the viewer feel a 
part of some experience, instead of just 
witness to one. It also places the main char-
acters in strong focus, sometimes showing 
simply a single character surrounded by 
a black screen. This has the effect of ab-
sorbing viewers into the scene. While the 
movie wouldn’t be complete without any 
one aspect, the small details line its path to 
greatness and make it a more meaningful 
and stunning film. 

La La Land may seem like a movie only 
relatable to fans of musicals, but in reality, 
this movie, fueled by strong performances, 
direction, and music, can be enjoyed by 
anybody, since everyone shares the common 
experience of wanting to chase after his or 
her dreams. In short, for anyone searching 
for a memorable movie experience, La La 
Land is sure to delight.   
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Damien Chazelle’s New Movie Takes Viewers to a New World
by Aidan Fitzgerald ’18
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John Barres was born on September 20, 1960 to loving parents 
Oliver and Marjorie. A native New Yorker, he grew up alongside 
his five siblings in Larchmont, located in Westchester County. Al-

though they did not live on Long Island, Barres and his family loved 
traveling to Jones Beach. Trips like these stand out among his favorite 
childhood memories. 

As Barres grew older, athletics also developed into a major part of his 
life. From working as a caddy to playing CYO basketball, he always 
submersed himself in sports during in his teenage years, many of which 
were spent being educated at his father’s alma mater, Phillips Academy 
in Andover, Massachusetts. At this preparatory high school, the future 
bishop studied hard and played on the basketball team before going on to 
receive a Bachelor of Arts in English Literature from Princeton Univer-
sity.  While there, he even played for the junior varsity basketball team 
at the competitive Ivy League school. Upon graduation, instead of pur-
suing the priesthood right away, Barres found a job as an accountant 
and earned a Master of Business Administration in Management from 
New York University.

Eventually, the future bishop decided to enter St. Joseph’s Seminary 
in Dunwoodie, New York. He remained there for a year before attend-
ing the Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas in Rome for ten 
months. There, Barres obtained a Bachelor of Sacred Theology and a 
Licentiate in Systematic Theology from Catholic University of America 
in Washington, D.C., and he completed his seminary formation at its 
Theological College. 

Bishop Robert Mulvee ordained Barres as a priest of the Diocese of 
Wilmington, Delaware in 1989. After serving as an associate pastor for 
Holy Family Church in Newark and St. Elizabeth Church in Wilming-
ton, then-Fr. Barres earned a Licentiate in Canon Law and a Doctor-
ate of Spirituality in Spiritual Theology at the Pontifical University 
of the Holy Cross in Rome. He returned to Delaware in 1999 and was 
named vice-chancellor for the diocese. The next year, Barres became the 
chancellor, and Pope St. John Paul II also named him a Chaplain to 
His Holiness (a title more commonly referred to as Monsignor). Just a 
decade after his ordination, Barres had already shown signs that he was 
destined to be a leader—and this was only the start.

In 2005, Pope Benedict XVI named then-Msgr. Barres a Prelate of 
Honor, and he enjoyed a brief tenure as the pastor of Church of the Holy 
Child in Wilmington. Then, in 2009, the pope appointed Barres as the 
fourth bishop of the Diocese of Allentown, Pennsylvania, with the in-
stallation taking place on July 30 of that year. He became the first priest 
ordained a bishop within the diocese, and at 48, he was rather young 
compared to most who hold the position. 

During his first episcopate, Bishop Barres became a member of the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Evangeli-
zation and Catechesis. Since 2013, he has been the organization’s Epis-
copal Liaison to the Pontifical Mission Societies. He has also received a 
number of honorary degrees from several institutions of higher educa-
tion in Pennsylvania. 

On December 9, 2016, Pope Francis appointed Bishop Barres to 
the Diocese of Rockville Centre to replace Bishop William Murphy, 
who had just resigned due to age restrictions. The Mass of Instal-
lation occurred on January 31 of this year. A selfless guide, Bishop 
Barres immediately went out of his way to get to know his people 
better, interacting with them before and after the celebration and 
stopping to acknowledge attendees as he walked down the aisle. In 
just a month, he has already begun to have a positive impact on our 
diocese.

FINDING  HIS  PATH  TO  GOD’S  PROVIDENCE
Our New Bishop Brings a Story of  Life’s Unexpected Turns to Rockville Centre

In the introductory remarks he made shortly after being des-
ignated to our diocese, Bishop Barres said, “While growing 
up… I had a clear vision across the Sound of the Diocese of 

Rockville Centre, never knowing that God’s vision and provi-
dence would one day bring us together.”  

Although the new bishop has spent a considerable portion of 
his life outside of New York, God eventu-
ally called him back to lead a body of well 
over one million believers here. Bishop 
Barres had no inkling that he would end up 
overseeing the spiritual growth of a com-
munity so close to where his own faith first 
blossomed. Yet, it was through that same 
faith that he was able to accept the Lord’s 
plan for him and humbly dedicate himself 
to serving the Church.

The bishop served for over seven years 
in Pennsylvania, but he never assumed the 
role of an ecclesiastical elite. Instead, he re-
mained humble and carried out the work of 
a local pastor. In fact, Bishop Barres himself 
often says that he has the “heart of a par-
ish priest.” While working his way up the 
Church hierarchy, he has remained deeply 
connected to his people. Bishop Barres 
looks forward to working closely with the 
multitude of parishes and communities 
throughout his episcopate. 

As he stated at his installation Mass, “I 
am looking forward to experiencing the vi-
brant, welcoming, new evangelization par-
ishes of the Diocese of Rockville Centre.”

Fr. Garrett Long, S.M. ’62, the chaplain 
of Chaminade High School, was one of 
the many concelebrants of Bishop Barres’s 
Mass of Installation. He described the bish-
op as “very enthusiastic, down-to-earth, 
and a real people person,” adding, “He will 
surely bring a new vitality to our diocese 
and boost the morale of the clergy.”

A couple of Chaminade students in attendance were also 
blessed to have the chance to speak with their new bishop. “As 
soon as I shook his hand, I recognized his genuine nature and 
could feel kindness radiating from him,” recalled Aidan Cap-
pellino ’20.

The freshman spoke with Bishop Barres about his participa-
tion on the football and wrestling teams at Chaminade, and the 
two even shared a few laughs. Before leaving, the bishop re-
minded Aidan to sustain a strong spiritual life along with his 
athletics.

“We only talked for a few minutes, but what he said made me 
want to be a better man on and off the field or mat,” said Aidan.

Since his days in Allentown, the bishop has prioritized the 
evangelization of young people, always trying to relate to them 
personally by mention of sports or personal anecdotes. Follow-

A Brief Biography of 
Bishop Barres

by Nicholas Plante ’18

Bishop Barres made his first visit to Chaminade on February 17 to catch the varsity bas-
ketball game against St. Anthony’s. He spoke with the players and managers before the 
game and individually blessed each one of  them. Before tip-off, Bishop Barres was pre-
sented with a Chaminade t-shirt on the court and led the crowd in a Hail Mary. Above, the 
bishop blesses junior Michael Ferrara.
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Since his days in Allentown, the bishop has prioritized the 
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ing in the footsteps of the pioneer Archbishop Fulton Sheen, 
Bishop Barres uses social media, especially his Twitter account 
(@BishopBarres), to supplement his preaching. In an increasing-
ly digital society, this can help him better reach out to the youth.

Driven by an unwavering vitality and constant willingness to 
serve, Bishop Barres has gone to work here without hesitation. 
Although he is now presiding over six times as many people 
and well over a hundred parishes, the head of the diocese will 
continue to give all of himself for God’s people. Our new bishop 

looks to focus on many of the same areas he worked on in Al-
lentown, but he will also make adjustments to meet the needs of 
his new community. 

While the Catholic faith has always had a strong presence in 
his life, His Excellency took a while to discern his religious voca-
tion. He first considered being a priest during his junior year at 
Phillips, but was not yet ready to make a decision. Bishop Barres 
maintained a long-term relationship with his girlfriend in col-
lege and even thought about starting a family. But, as time went 
on, he began to see that the Holy Spirit was indeed directing 
him towards a priestly life. 

Bro. Stephen Balletta, S.M. ’74, the vocation director for the 
Province of Meribah, noted that the route Bishop Barres took in 
recognizing his calling is by no means uncommon, despite the 
amount of time it took.

“The Holy Spirit speaks to people at various stages of their 
lives and in many different ways,” Bro. Stephen explained. “It is 
important that the leaders of the Church make an effort to cul-
tivate vocation by opening young people up to the possibility 
of the Holy Spirit inspiring them at some point in their lives.”

The bishop himself believes that the Holy Spirit led him 
through his years as a student, player and accountant with 
the intention of preparing him for the next stage of his life. In 
all his different experiences before turning to the priesthood, 

Bishop Barres learned lessons and gained skills 
that he can make use of to this day in his in-
struction of the faith. For instance, his involve-
ment in accounting provides him with a strong 
foundation to be a chief administrator of a dio-
cese.

As the head of the Diocese of Rockville Cen-
tre, Bishop Barres has already spoken exten-
sively on the role of the youth in the future 
of the Church during his homilies and ad-
dresses to the media. He has also been work-
ing alongside Rev. Joseph Fitzgerald, the dioc-
esan vocation director. In fact, His Excellency 
is scheduled to speak during a holy hour for 
discerning young men of the diocese at Chami-
nade on Friday, April 7.

From the onset of his episcopate, Bishop 
Barres has endeavored to extend a warm wel-
come to Catholics from all walks of life. At his 
Mass of Installation, he specifically urged all 
practicing members of the diocese to invite at 
least one inactive friend or family member to 
Mass between that day and March 1.  

“People’s path to belief in God doesn’t always 
follow a straight line. It has its ups and downs—
its human setbacks and human accelerators. But, 
given his parents’ background as converts from 
Protestantism, the bishop certainly understands 
the importance of personal support in bringing 
people into the Church, whether it be for the first 
time or after a period of absence,” said Bro. Ste-
phen, who met Bishop Barres alongside a group 
of his fellow Marianists as they celebrated the 
World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Religious 

on February 5. In his homily for that day’s Mass, Bishop Barres 
once again made a specific appeal for those in the pews to reach 
out to those who have been alienated from the Church in some 
way. In doing so, he was effectively living out his calling as a 
shepherd to the people. 

Bishop Barres’s story serves as a reminder that we cannot 
always tell what the Lord has planned for us. Only after con-
sidering marriage and a secular career did he arrive at his 
true destiny. Even when we anticipate our situations in life 
to be a certain way, God ultimately knows what is best for 
us - He never fails to provide us with what we need. We must 
expect to find ourselves in the most unexpected positions, for 
fulfillment results from responding to life’s twists and turns 
with the same faith and acceptance of God’s will that our 
new bishop has always exhibited.   

by Nicholas Plante ’18
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Spreading His Wings
S e n i o r  M e m o r i a l i z e s  L o c a l  E M S  i n  E a g l e  S c o u t  P r o j e c t

Throughout his life, Conor Lynch ’17 
has viewed community service as 
one of the most compelling oppor-

tunities to answer the call to assist. Conor 
has demonstrated his dedication to service 
by becoming a Boy Scout, an organization 
through which he has found an opportu-
nity not only to grow as an individual, but 
also give back to the broader community. 
Advancing as a Boy Scout and doing good 
for his town, Conor volunteered at the Glen 
Cove Emergency Medical Service (EMS) 
Center. Today, Conor has made impressive 
strides on a monument he will build to honor 
the Glen Cove EMS and fulfill his dream of 
becoming an Eagle Scout. 

Conor displayed an early interest in com-
munity service, becoming a Boy Scout when 
he was seven years old. Although he initially 
had little knowledge about the organization 
or the major role it would play in his life, 
his parents enrolled him into the program 
for just the reason most do – to learn the 
selfless values of the Boy Scouts and harness 
those teachings in order to become a societal 
leader and maker of change. 

Through his time as a Boy Scout, Conor 
took advantage of numerous opportunities 
to grow as a person and perform works 
of charity with his fellow scouts. He even 
visited Canada and New Mexico for service 
projects, as well as Colorado and West Vir-

ginia to camp and appreciate nature. Conor 
also journeyed to Michigan for a conference 
with the National Honor Society of the 
Boy Scouts, also known as the Order of the 
Arrow. Currently a leader of his troop in 
Glen Cove, he also has become the second-
in-command of the Order of the Arrow in 
Nassau County. 

At a typical Boy Scout meeting years ago, 
Conor was introduced to members of a local 
EMS unit. Conor was only fourteen at that 
time, but he knew that he wanted to pursue 
a future in emergency services at that mo-
ment. He immediately began to volunteer, 
and shortly thereafter, he became the captain 
of the Glen Cove EMS Explorer Post 1072. 

Through his involvement with the Glen 
Glove EMS, which included three months 
of classes, Conor became an Emergency 
Medical Responder. Continuing to embrace 
his interest in the emergency services, Conor 
began his EMT training this past December. 
As an EMT, Conor will be able to answer 
ambulance calls without a supervisor, en-
suring a more rapid and secure emergency 
response capability.

A memorial to honor members of the 
emergency services was the perfect final 
project for Conor’s Eagle Scout application, 
as it incorporated two of the most important 
areas of his life – Boy Scouts and emergency 
services. Conor has received approval for 
his project by the Eagle Scout District Man-

ager and continues to plan 
to acquire the materials, 
manpower, and neces-
sary donations to continue 
funding the project.

“For the past few years, 
I have admired the work 
of those in the emergency 
response field, and have 
decided to devote my proj-
ect to the remembrance of 
those who have dedicated 
their lives to serving our 
town,” Conor explained.

Construction for the 
project  s tar ted when 
Conor received approval 
on December 1, 2016. Thus 
far, he has laid a founda-
tion and concrete at the 
base, with a place to install 
the monument itself. The 
cost of the project is esti-
mated at around $6,000.

Conor explained that in 
order to meet the required 
funds necessary for the 
project, donations are wel-

comed and encouraged.
“Donations of any size are not only very 

appreciated, but necessary for the comple-
tion of the project,” he explained.

Conor is excited to place the memorial 
outside of the very place he goes to volun-
teer, the Glen Cove Fire Department and 
Emergency Services Building. 

“This is an exciting time in my scouting 
career,” said Conor. “I’m excited to see the 
outcome of this project, for not only Glen 
Cove EMS, but also for our community 
as a whole, as we remember those who 
sacrifice their time to help us out on a 
daily basis.”

For many years, Conor has demonstrated 
a strong commitment to both the Boy Scouts 
and the Glen Cove EMS, as both activities 
have become a major priorities. As one 
chapter of Conor’s life closes and a new and 
exciting one opens, Conor is eager to use his 
service project as a “goodbye present” and 
dedicate the memorial to the Boy Scouts and 
his colleagues at the Glen Cove EMS. 

Conor hopes to complete the project in 
the early weeks of April, provided that he 
has the needed funding to accomplish such 
a goal.

He can be reached at lynchconor50@gmail.
com to answer any questions pertaining to 
the project and its funding.   

by Thomas Daly ’18

Conor can be reached via email at lynchconor50@
gmail.com. He is accepting donations to aid in the 
funding of  his project.

Conor Lynch ’17 begins his Eagle 
Scout Service Project, in which 
he will create a memorial for local 
emergency responders. 
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Taking iT To The nexT LeveL
F o r t y - F i v e  F l y e r s  C o m m i t  t o  P l a y  a t  t h e  C o l l e g i a t e  L e v e l

From the hardwood to the gridiron, from 
the diamond to the turf, and from the 
mats to the water, Chaminade student-

athletes have many differences; however, one 
common trait binds them all – exemplifying 
Fortes in Unitate, strength in unity. Whether 
it is the first day of tryouts or the waning 
moments of a playoff game, Chaminade’s 
student-athletes play hard together, acting as 
a cohesive unit firing on all cylinders, striving 
towards a singular goal.

The Flyer athletes are a band of brothers 
held together by both the triumph of victory 
and the bitterness of defeat, filled with a com-
petitive vigor to represent their school with 
honor and pride. Chaminade men play for 
all those who came before them; they yearn 
to emerge victorious while still upholding 
Catholic values and sportsmanship ideals in 
their respective athletic endeavors.  

While this journey may end for many ath-
letes upon their graduation from high school, 
for others there is a new beginning, as their 
athletic careers continue at the collegiate 
level. At this point, they are given the chance 
to further develop themselves through a per-
fect mix of hard work, dedication, and talent.

“Playing baseball at the next level is some-
thing that I’ve always dreamed of growing 
up,” said Emerson College baseball commit 
Cole Flynn. “I am proud to say that I have 
finally achieved it.”

Forty-five Chaminade student-athletes 
have signed collegiate athletic commitments 
to play a sport at 36 different colleges and 
universities. Twenty-five of these young men 
have signed a letter of intent for lacrosse, eight 

for baseball, six for soccer, four for 
crew, one for wrestling, and one 
for cross country and track. All 
of these Flyers look to continue 
their athletic careers, soaring to 
new heights from the foundation 
they formed at Chaminade. Due, 
in part, to Chaminade’s rigorous 
academic curriculum, as well as 
its vast array of activities offered 
and highly competitive athlet-
ics program, many committed 
Flyer student-athletes feel that the 
school has equipped them with 
the tools to succeed at the colle-
giate level, both in the classroom 
and on the field.  

“Chaminade has definitely 
prepared me to be able to handle a 
large academic workload and bal-
ance it with sports and other ac-
tivities,” said Liam Dvorak, who 
has committed to play baseball 
at the College of the Holy Cross. 
“I feel that I will be prepared to 
play baseball in college, while 
still getting my schoolwork done 
at a high level.”  

Through four years at Chami-
nade, all Flyers learn how to 
budget time, thrive in a highly 
competitive environment, and uphold strong 
values, ensuring that they represent the ideals 
of the Chaminade Man.

“Sports are meant for young men and 
women to have a good time,” said Chami-
nade president Bro. Thomas Cleary, S.M.’81.  
“Aside from the fun, aspects of our athletics 

program go 
b e y o n d  – 
teaching dis-
cipline, integ-
rity, honesty, 
perseverance, 
a n d  t e a m -
work. Those 
are the deep-
er dividends 
gained from 
i m m e r s i n g 
oneself in ath-
letic competi-
tion.”  

Every day 
in the class-
room, Chami-
nade students 
face a daunt-
ing workload, 
but conquer 
it through the 

work ethic instilled in them through their 
teachers and comrades. 

“Chaminade has shown me how to balance 
my athletic life and my academic life,” stated 
Hofstra soccer commit Jack Nuttall.  “This 
school has shown me a strong worth ethic can 
be used not only in the classroom, but also on 
the field, in the gym, and in life.” 

“At Chaminade, athletics play a key role 
in developing the whole man in terms of his 
qualities and attributes for succeeding later 
in life,” said Bro. Tom.  “As shown by the 
number of our college athletic commits to 
fabulous schools, it is clear that these quali-
ties are being developed through sports in 
our young men, who are able to leave high 
school and do really well in college, both as 
athletes and students.”

As these Flyer athletes continue their ath-
letic careers, they will routinely face obstacles. 
However, whether they be in the classroom or 
on the field, the values they have learned at 
Chaminade will surely guide them through 
whatever challenges they encounter. While 
the prospect of shouldering both academic 
and athletic responsibilities may prove daunt-
ing to some collegiate student-athletes, this 
challenge is simply more of the same for our 
student-athletes, a group who already know 
the secret to striking such a balance – finding 
strength in unity.   

by Sean Maleady ’17

A four-year football and lacrosse athlete at 
Chaminade, Francesco Tangredi is commit-
ted to Harvard University, where he will play 
lacrosse for the Crimson.

Holy Cross commit Liam Dvorak is one of  eight Flyer baseball 
players who will make the jump to collegiate play.
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T h r e e  S o c c e r  S e n i o r s  Ta k e 

Chris Mercadante is a junior midfielder for 
Chaminade’s varsity soccer team. He was a 
member of the 2016 New York State cham-

pion Flyers. 
An eerie, church-like silence descended upon 

the pitch as Matt Vowinkel ’17 picked out his 
spot. We all knew that he was going to rocket the 
ball into the left side netting of the goal; even the 
keeper could see it coming. I watched intently 
as the captain raced forward, sinking with each 
step into the autumnal silt that stood in the place 
of grass at St. Paul’s in Jericho. At last, leather 
met rubber, and the ball bolted off of Vowinkel’s 
foot, screaming towards that left side of the net. 
Despite the keeper’s best efforts, the inevitable 
could not be prevented, and Vowinkel scored on 
the first penalty shot.

Jack Nuttall ’17 stepped to the penalty spot 
next. I looked on as he went about his typical 
penalty shot routine, taking four steps back, 
two steps right, sprinting forward, swinging 
his left leg through the ball with the power of a 
locomotive, and, of course, scoring.

This ritual was then followed by the final 
shooter, A.J. Codispoti ’17. He was, by far, the 
most unpredictable penalty-taker we had on the 
team, and that day, he lived up to his reputation. 
The situation was simple: score and the team 

goes home, miss and the team finishes practice 
with a round of grueling sprints. Codispoti 
marched confidently to the spot and took aim. 
He sprinted forward, ready to smash the ball 
into the top corner. However, at the last minute, 
he chipped the ball down the middle, tricking 
the keeper to dive helplessly to the left as the ball 
trickled into the back of the net. That night, we 
happily went home. 

This typical end to practice personified three 
key factors to our success this past season: Matt 
Vowinkel, Jack Nuttall and A.J. Codispoti. The 
chemistry between these three players and the 
close bond that they share both on and off the 
field was a crucial part of our team’s victory in 
this year’s C.H.S.A.A. New York State Cham-
pionship game. The championship represented 
our program’s sixth overall and second consecu-
tive title, garnering Chaminade the ranking of 
the number-one high school soccer team in New 
York State and the number-seven high school 
soccer team in the nation.

Such an achievement simply would not 
have been possible without the leadership and 
skill provided by these seniors. With Codispoti 
commanding the defense, Nuttall orchestrat-
ing the midfield, and Vowinkel dominating the 
attacking third, these three combined countless 
times along the way to their second straight 

state championship. Al-
though their Chaminade 
soccer days are now be-
hind them, each of the 
three student-athletes has 
signed on with Hofstra 
University to play under 
Jack’s father, Head Coach 
Richard Nuttall.

Matthew Vowinkel.
It is difficult to envision 

a different name when 
thinking of Chaminade 
soccer. Over the past 
four years, the striker has 
struck fear into the minds 
of countless defenders 
across the N.S.C.H.S.S.A. 
Vowinkel is a lethal fin-
isher and is arguably one 
of the greatest strikers 
ever to grace Ott Field. 
Vowinkel first caught the 
attention of Chaminade 
varsity coach Mr. Michael 
Gallagher during Matt’s 
freshman year, when he 
broke a long standing re-
cord for goals in the fresh-
man season, scoring over 
25 times. This spectacular 
year earned Vowinkel the 

unique honor of being called up to the varsity 
team as a sophomore. He played an integral 
part in the 2014 season and led the team to the 
N.S.C.H.S.S.A League Finals, where the Flyers 
were bested in a penalty shootout by the Friars 
of St. Anthony’s. Vowinkel returned to the team 
the next year as one of the team’s three captains, 
alongside Kevin Lee ’16 and Nick Lavinio ’16. 
This was only the second time in program his-
tory that a junior was named a captain of the 
varsity squad. 

Vowinkel had yet another standout year in 
2015, leading the team to its fifth C.H.S.A.A. 
New York State Championship and receiving the 
honors of first-team All-American and New York 
State Gatorade Player of the Year. Matt then con-
tinued this run of form in his senior year, earning 
the honor of N.S.C.H.S.A.A. League MVP. He 
was also named an N.S.C.A.A. All-American 
for the second year in a row. Throughout his 
illustrious career, Vowinkel scored 86 goals for 
the Flyers and hopes to continue his form in 
college, stating, “I had some of my best four 
years playing at Chaminade. Hofstra is a brand 
new four years, and some of my goals are just to 
keep playing the way I’ve been playing. I want 
to continue the streak I’ve been having.” 

Soccer isn’t just a game to Jack Nuttall; it’s a 
way of life. Son of the Hofstra coaching legend 
Richard Nuttall, Jack has played the beautiful 
game ever since he could walk and kick. “It’s 
a dream come true to play for my father. Ever 
since I was little, all I wanted to do was be part 
of the Hofstra men’s soccer team,” he said. “I 
know sometimes we will have to put aside our 
father-son relationship and strictly focus on our 
player-coach relationship, but I think I’m pre-
pared for it. I also think it will be great because 
he is my mentor, so I know what he is thinking, 
and he knows what I am thinking,” said Nuttall. 

Nuttall has worked incredibly hard to achieve 
this goal throughout his Chaminade career. He 
enjoyed success throughout his freshman and 
JV years, helping to lead the freshman team to 
an N.S.C.H.S.A.A. title. Continuing his run of 
form with the varsity team in his junior year, 
Nuttall contributed to the team’s fifth state title 
from the holding midfield position. Nuttall stood 
out particularly in his senior year, however, as he 
became the starting center defensive midfielder. 
He recorded notable performances against 
Beacon, in which he assisted on two goals, and 
against Fordham Prep, in which he assisted on 
the game-winning goal off of a 45-yard free kick. 
Nuttall became the team’s third captain after 
his hard work and leadership in training and 
matches caught the eyes of the coaching staff. He 
went on to demonstrate this strong leadership 
throughout the season by commanding the mid-
field and dictating play with his passing ability.

As a fellow holding midfielder, I consider Jack 

by Chris Mercadante ’18

Trio  of  champions 

In a photo finish for the ages, Matt Vowinkel ’17strikes the 
game-winning shot in the N.S.C.H.S.A.A. championship 
game versus St. Anthony’s. The captain’s extra-time goal 
broke the scoreless tie at Adelphi University and sent the Fly-
ers to the state tournament after over 100 minutes of  play.
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Nuttall to be one of my mentors on the team, 
and I took every opportunity to learn from him 
in training and matches. One of the many things 
that I learned from Jack throughout the season 

was to set goals for myself, a practice that he will 
continue in his college career. “My goal at Hofs-
tra is simple – to win a national championship,” 
he explained. “I also want to be a great teammate 

who will always 
contribute to the 
team in any way 
possible.” 

A.J. Codispoti 
comes as the fi-
nal installment 
in a long legacy 
of Chaminade 
soccer players, 
following broth-
ers Frank ’09, 
Nick ’11, and 
Pat ’13 as the 
fourth Codis-
poti to play un-
der Coach Gal-
lagher. A.J. has 
spent much of 
his Chaminade 
career playing 
in the center 
back position. 
However, he 
demonstrates 
great versatil-
ity in his abil-
ity to play mul-
tiple positions. 
T h ro u g h o u t 
his junior year, 
Codispoti acted 

as an outside midfielder, 
where he used his remark-
able foot skills and speed to 
blow by defenders. He even 
scored two goals in the 2015 
state championship match. 
A.J. began his senior year 
playing in the center back 
position, where he recorded 
several shutouts with the 
help of goalkeeper Yanni 
Rigos ’17, right back Nick 
Giovino ’17, left back Matt 
Lane ’17, and fellow center 
back Nick Milano ’17. Even 
from the defensive third, 
Codispoti contributed to 
the team’s offense with his 
long-range passing abil-
ity. As the 2016 campaign 
waged on, injury shook the 
Flyers, forcing Coach Gal-
lagher to move A.J. to his 
former position of outside 
midfield. Codispoti played 

the final three games of the season in this posi-
tion, scoring one goal and assisting on three 
others in the state final versus Canisius. While 
he is not sure where he will fit into the Hofstra 
lineup, Codispoti is prepared for the challenge 
of playing Division I soccer. 

These three players have achieved an incred-
ible amount in their short tenures at Chaminade 
and look forward to continuing their success 
at the collegiate level. Much of that success is 
due, in part, to the close bond that these players 
developed in high school. 

“I think playing with Matt and A.J. in college is 
amazing,” said Jack Nuttall. “I think by playing 
these past four years with them, we have created 
a chemistry that is unbelievable. We know each 
other’s strengths and, more importantly, each 
other’s weaknesses.” 

The trio travels to Hofstra as brothers in arms, 
ready to accept the challenges that the next level 
holds. As they move on to their futures in Divi-
sion I soccer, all three can agree that Chaminade 
has helped them along the way. 

“Chaminade has brought me great relation-
ships and has taught me some great lessons 
that I can bring to Hofstra,” said Vowinkel. “The 
competitive atmosphere at Chaminade has pre-
pared me well for Hofstra.” 

Mentally and physically ready for the col-
legiate pitch and sufficiently battletested by 
the heat of playoff runs, the three Chaminade 
seniors who are now set to advance their soccer 
careers to the Division I level carry with them a 
sharpened ability and determined mindset to 
do to Hofstra soccer just what they did for the 
Flyers: Win.   

T a l e n t s  t o  D - I  H o f s t r a
strides forward 

In the state title game, A.J. Codispoti makes a run as a Canisius defender trails him. The left-footed 
striker adjusted to the offensive position during the playoffs, when his goal in the Flyers’ 6-0 state 
championship victory capped off a second straight finish as kings of  the Empire State.

Midfielder Jack Nuttall carries the ball past midfield in Chami-
nade’s victory over St. John the Baptist. A senior starter in the Fly-
ers’ playoff run, the captain’s defensive skillset helped shut out both 
the Friars and Crusaders in each championship game. At Hofstra, 
Jack will play under his father, Pride head coach Richard Nuttall.
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Rolling Out the Crimson Carpet
Undefeated Vars i ty  Bowl ing Team Str ikes  Championship Gold

In its typical under-the-radar fashion, the 
Chaminade bowling team hums along 
like a steam engine – grabbing hardware 

left and right, making a habit of claiming the 
championship each year. Running like a pow-
erhouse without the attention one usually 
garners, the team again repeated the narrative 
of undefeated and ultimately champion-
ship-level play 
in 2017.

 With the previ-
ous year’s cham-
pionship in hand 
and history on 
their minds, the 
underclassmen 
who advanced 
t o  a  v e t e r a n 
status this year 
entered with a 
goal of captur-
ing the season 
championship. 
While eager to 
fill the shoes of 
their graduat-
ing teammates, 
many of Chami-
nade’s bowlers 
w e r e  u n s u r e 
how they could 
repeat the mem-
orable runs of 
seasons’ past. 
Nevertheless, 
their uncertainty did not inhibit them from 
attempting to mount another title challenge.        

The strong work ethic and commitment 
displayed by the team during the early stages 
of the season would soon become evident in 
its performance, as the Flyers began to accu-
mulate victory after victory.  With each match, 
the team faced stronger and increasingly for-
midable opponents. Captain Nick Brusseler 
’17 rose to the occasion, displaying poise and 
tenacity in the team’s January 19 matchup 
with archrival Saint Anthony’s. With ice in 
his veins, he calmly delivered the winning 
strike and thereby the fatal blow to the op-
position. From then on, the squad’s record 
only continued to improve, with each match 
resulting in another tally in the win column. 

A major factor that can be attributed to 
such a great run was the drive each indi-
vidual Flyer had to continuously challenge 
himself to take his game to the next level. 
In the cases of some bowlers, such as that of 
David Bianco ’17, the season’s results were 
drastic in comparison to their standing in the 
previous season.

“The confidence I have gained this season 
is the result of much hard work, and the 
team as a whole is stronger than ever,” Bi-
anco explained. “I myself have been able to 
significantly increase my average points per 
game compared to last year, and I am now a 
starter on the A team.”

The improvement of bowlers like Bianco 
has allowed the Flyers to continue to de-

velop the winning mentality that has been a 
hallmark of the team for the last six seasons.

The camaraderie shared by the players, in 
combination with a personal fortitude pro-
duced many brilliant Flyers performances, 
was seen in the team’s match against the 
Holy Trinity Titans. The Flyers were able 
to steamroll the competition with a healthy 
win margin of over 200 pins in Chaminade’s 
favor. Some highlights of the game included 
the spectacular performances of underclass-
men Christian Freel ’20 and James Alaimo 
’18, each of whom bowled series in surplus 
of 600. Such performances worked to boost 
the morale of the squad as it stared down the 
barrel of a season’s end. 

Hopes were high for the Flyers as the 
championship meet drew closer and closer. 
However, Mother Nature was not on the 
side of Chaminade, as the league finals were 
postponed due to poor weather conditions 
and icy roads. This setback did not discour-
age the keglers as they continued to prepare 
for the match. Again, the big day came, and 
again, their dreamed championship corona-

tion was delayed, as a massive winter storm 
prevented the Flyers from adding another 
trophy to their already-crammed cabinet. 
Each passing day added to the growing 
anticipation felt by each team member, 
as the title match for which the team had 
worked so hard was pushed farther and 
farther away. 

Finally, the Flyers took to Farmingdale 
Lanes to face-off 
against archrival 
Kellenberg Me-
morial in a win-
ner-take-all show-
down.  Chami -
nade  expected 
fierce competition 
from a side that 
had tied the Fly-
ers several weeks 
prior. This match, 
though, did not 
disappoint for the 
top-seeded Fly-
ers .  Holding a 
marginal lead in 
the second game 
and sensing the 
determination of 
the Kellenberg 
unit, the bowlers 
looked to close 
out their tremen-
dous season in 
c h a m p i o n s h i p 
style. In the third 

and final game, the Flyers rolled to a re-
sounding 8-1 victory, capturing their ever-
coveted title.

“It was close all the way through, but we 
got what we fought all season for,” recalled 
Nicholas Bucaria ’17. “The hard work and ef-
fort really paid off, and a sixth championship 
title is a testament to this.”

After weeks of strong performances, some 
team members looked to ride the momentum 
they had built into the N.S.C.H.S.A.A. Indi-
vidual Tournament. Bowlers David Bianco, 
Nick Brusseler, James Alaimo, Bobby Wright 
’18, Paul Igel ’19, and Matt Capellupo ’19 all 
traveled to East Meadow Lanes in an attempt 
to grab more hardware in the postseason. 
Each of the six Flyers managed to advance 
to the state tournament. 

With their goals accomplished and another 
successful season in the history books, it is 
once again time for the rookie bowlers to 
step up and take their place in a longstand-
ing tradition of success that should persist 
for years to come.
Roll Flyers!   

by Kyle Burgess ’17

Junior bowler Bobby Wright twirls a ball from a closed-angle stance. Wright captured 
seventh place in this year’s N.S.C.H.S.S.A. Individual Tournament.



“[Athletes] have the 
power to assuage pain 

and suffering, the power 
to drastically improve 

the lives of the less for-
tunate, and the power to 
inspire others to follow 

their examples.”

On the morning of Saturday, January 14, I picked up a 
copy of Newsday. As is my usual routine, I immedi-
ately flipped to the back page – the sports section – and 

was surprised when I did not find more drama about the Knicks, 
but rather a picture of Mrs. Patti Ann McDonald and her son, 
Conor ’07, standing together at center ice at Madison Square 
Garden alongside New York Rangers legends Adam Graves 
and Mark Messier. The previous day – on Friday, January 13 – 
Det. Steven McDonald, the husband of Patti Ann and father of 
Conor, had been laid to eternal rest after his passing at the age 
of 59. That night, prior to the team’s game against the Toronto 
Maple Leafs, the Rangers warmed up while donning jerseys 
with Det. McDonald’s last name and badge number (104) on 
the back. This small, yet powerful act honored a true hero who 
had offered so much to the world, making the most of what God 
had given him.

In July of 1986, when he was just 29, 
Steven, an NYPD officer at the time, was 
paralyzed from the neck down while on 
patrol in Central Park after being brutally 
shot by a teenager. However, in spite of 
this devastating turn of events, he would 
continue to live his truly remarkable life, 
inspiring people across the globe with his 
story of courage and perseverance. 

Steven McDonald’s story reminded me of 
Jesus’ Parable of the Talents from the Gospel 
of Matthew. In the parable, a master was 
leaving on a trip and had entrusted money 
to each of his servants, according to their 
individual abilities. He left five talents, or 
coins, with his most able servant, two with another servant, and 
one with the least able of the three. When the master returned, 
servants one and two had invested their talents and doubled 
their money. However, the third servant, fearing he would mis-
use his talent, had buried it. The master ridiculed this servant for 
his conservative approach, for he had wasted the small amount 
of money he had been granted.

Of course, as with all of Jesus’s parables, there lies a deeper 
meaning. In simple terms, Jesus was trying to convey the mes-
sage that we should not waste any of the talents that God has 
granted us. Instead, we should truly invest ourselves in every 
aspect of our lives, making the most of every opportunity, just 
as Det. McDonald did. 

When I saw the aforementioned tribute by the Rangers 
pictured on the cover of the sports section, I was reminded 
that sports have an incredible power to unify people, and that 
teams and athletes alike have the capability to heal those who 
are broken and suffering. In today’s society, athletes find that 
their occupation allows them to be in the spotlight quite often. 
Both children and adults look up to athletes as role models, and 
their influence allows them to serve as a symbol for generosity, 
compassion, and positive change in the lives of the less fortunate, 
if they so choose.

In the modern day, many professional athletes are comparable 
to the first servant. There is much expected from professional 
athletes, to whom much has been granted. Too often, however, 
sports fans have been disgusted to learn about incidents of 

unscrupulous behavior from athletes when they are away from 
the field of play. Joe Mixon, Johnny Manziel, and Ryan Lochte 
are just a few of the names on the list of irresponsible athletes 
– a roll call that continues to grow with what seems like every 
week. These athletes chose to use their societal status not to help 
others, but rather to draw negative attention to themselves. They 
wasted the gift that God had blessed them with - an opportunity 
to have a positive influence on the world.

It is the athletes who cast a negative light on their communities 
that draw most of the attention from the public. However, there are 
many examples of players who do the right thing with the influence 
that comes with being a professional athlete, and I believe that they 
should receive more attention. Take, for instance, Curtis Granderson, 
an outfielder for the New York Mets who is widely considered to 
be one of the largest philanthropists in all of sports. Throughout 

his career, Granderson has served as a model 
citizen and a hero to children in the com-
munities that he assists. In 2007, Granderson 
founded his Grand Kids Foundation, a charity 
which supports the youth in Chicago, Detroit, 
and New York. Over the last nine years, the 
foundation has sponsored dozens of youth 
baseball clinics for inner-city children who 
normally would not get a chance to play the 
game because of their financial circumstances. 
His foundation also organizes food drives 
each year in New York and Chicago to help 
supply meals for children who oftentimes 
don’t know from where their next one is 
coming from. Granderson was recognized 
by Major League Baseball this year with the 

Roberto Clemente Award, as well as receiving the Marvin Miller 
Man of the Year Award for the second time.

Other athletes have taken more simple approaches to improv-
ing the lives of others around them. For one week each summer, 
SportsCenter, ESPN’s flagship program, airs a segment featur-
ing children who participate in the Make-A-Wish Foundation, 
an organization that helps to grant the wishes of children who 
have been affected by terminal illnesses. I am always uplifted by 
athletes who take the time and effort to grant the wishes of these 
children who have battled through incredible obstacles. To see 
the smile that appears on a child’s face when he or she meets his 
or her idol is something that is truly extraordinary. Whether it’s 
shooting hoops with LeBron James or playing catch with Bryce 
Harper, these children are able experience a once-in-a-lifetime 
moment and form a friendship with their heroes. Even this small 
act of kindness by these larger-than-life sports figures goes a long 
way and serves to inspire many others.

 Athletes must not waste all that God has given them; instead, 
they must realize that with the gifts they have been granted, they 
can do so much more than simply impact their teammates and 
coaches. They have the power to assuage pain and suffering, the 
power to drastically improve the lives of the less fortunate, and 
the power to inspire others to follow their examples.

It is a power that, when wielded responsibly, can literally 
change the world. 

Just ask any one of the countless individuals whose lives were 
bettered by the example set by Det. McDonald.   
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PARA Chutestrings

by Colin Capece ’18

E x a m i n i n g  a n  A t h l e t e ’ s  Ro l e  i n  To d a y ’ s  S o c i e t y
A Place for Positive Change
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1. On February 28, the varsity bas-
ketball team captured the C.H.S.A.A. 
championship in an 85-65 victory over 
Holy Trinity. With the win, the Flyers 
advanced to the state semifinal versus 
Canisius in Buffalo, where they were 
again victorious. Brendan McGuire ’18, 
a forward, was named playoffs MVP.
  
2. Point guard Michael O’Connell ’20, 
a rare example of  a freshman playing at 
the varsity level, netted 17 points in the 
final, helping to secure the champion-
ship. 

3. Junior Timothy Landolphi prepares 
for a face-off  in the Flyers’ January 3 
contest against the St. Anthony’s Friars.

1.

2. 3.


